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Asian Heritage Month Special Issue

WELCOMING HERITAGE MONTH. During the month of May, we celebrate Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander heritage. The idea of celebrating the achievements and contributions of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders in the United States began in mid-1977, when a resolution first appeared in the House of Representatives to proclaim the first ten days of May as Asian-Pacific American Heritage week. Soon after, a similar bill
was introduced in the senate. Both passed on October 5, 1978 and U.S. President Jimmy Carter signed a Joint Resolution designating the annual celebration. In 1990, the observance was extended from a week to a month. This
year’s heritage month special section begins on page 10. (Illustration by Jonathan Hill)

COVID-19 VACCINE
INFORMATION
To learn more about COVID-19
vaccinations, reach out to
https://vaccinefinder.org
Oregon
Call 211 or 1-866-698-6155
Visit covidvaccine.oregon.gov
Washington
Call (360) 236-4501 or 1-800-525-0127
Visit doh.wa.gov/coronavirus
The Asian Reporter
922 N. Killingsworth St.
Portland, OR 97217 USA
The Asian Reporter is published
on the first Monday each month.

Please report all
hate crimes committed
against Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders.
<www.stopaapihate.org>
<www.doj.state.or.us>
<www.ReportHatePDX.com>

Asian Heritage Issue

Page 10 n THE ASIAN REPORTER

May 2, 2022

Celebrating Asian Heritage
The Asian Reporter honors Asian Heritage
Month amid the continuing worldwide
coronavirus pandemic. During the past year,
people across the globe have endured waves of
the disease as the delta then omicron variants
spread in communities around the world. We
encourage those who are eligible for primary
and booster doses of the COVID-19 vaccines to
schedule an appointment or locate a drop-in
clinic. Please stay vigilant and informed of
new developments while taking appropriate
safety precautions to help keep all members of
our community safe and healthy.
In this special edition, we mark heritage
month with a look at the four weeks of cultural
performances, demonstrations, and interactive activities offered by Portland’s Lan Su
Chinese Garden. Some of the featured
performers include Takohachi taiko, the
Vancouver Jasmine Dance Troupe, the
Cambodian Dance Troupe, and others.
The issue then highlights upcoming events
and featured content created by The
Immigrant Story, an organization that shares
the stories and experiences of community
members.
Scheduled
events
include
storytelling, pan-Asian music, an exhibit, and
more.
The section continues with numerous programs, shows, and documentaries scheduled
to air during heritage month on Oregon Public
Broadcasting. Finally, our expanded events
calendar provides a monthlong guide to Asian
art, history, culture, and entertainment.
While celebrating heritage month, we are
also standing with our fellow Asian
Americans nationwide who have continued to
be the targets of unprovoked racial attacks
and hate crimes. Please remain alert, stay
safe, and look out for one another.
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Lan Su Chinese Garden to celebrate Asian heritage
with a month full of performances and events
Portland’s Lan Su Chinese
Garden is celebrating Asian
Heritage Month with four weeks
of performances and events. The
garden has partnered with more
than 20 local cultural organizations to present “Celebrate Our
Stories,”
featuring
familyfriendly demonstrations, cultural
performances, and interactive
activities.
Throughout the month of May,
visitors are invited to view the
intricacies and beauty of the
garden while also taking in the
“Celebrate Our Stories” programming. Special events include:
Story sharing
Fridays — May 6, 13, 20 & 27
The garden in May is encouraging community members
to share their stories by stopping
by, engaging, listening, and
sharing stories in an informal
setting every Friday from 2:00 to
3:00pm.
Community Photo Board
May 6 to 31

When visiting the garden,
bring a copy of a family photo to
share on the Community Photo
Board. A basket of pens for notes
will also be available. The photo
board, which runs from May 6 to
31, is a self-standing activity that
will remain on display through
the end of the month during

Order your FREE COVID-19
rapid tests. It’s simple & easy!
www.covidtests.gov
1-800-232-0233

regular hours.
Thread together
Saturdays — May 7, 14, 21 & 28
On Saturdays during heritage
month, Lan Su is offering a
special discount — $2 off adult
admission — to AAPI visitors
who come to the garden dressed
in their traditional clothing.

CELEBRATING CULTURE. Portland’s Lan Su Chinese Garden is honoring Asian
heritage all month with performances and events. The garden has partnered with more
than 20 local cultural organizations to present “Celebrate Our Stories,” featuring family-friendly demonstrations, cultural performances, and interactive activities throughout
the month of May. Pictured are performance groups Takohachi (left photo) and Ka Lei
Hali’a O Ka Lokelani (right photo). (Photos courtesy of Lan Su Chinese Garden)
Cultural performances
among other countries.
Cultural performances are
Saturday, May 7
scheduled every Saturday in
1:00pm: Portland Chinese
May. The diverse dance groups
Dance Troupe
represent traditions originating
3:00pm: Teva Oriata
in Japan, India, Cambodia, the
Polynesian dance troupe
Philippines,
and
Polynesia,
Continued on page 16
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The Immigrant Story highlights “I Am an American”
events and more during Asian Heritage Month
The Immigrant Story (TIS), in observance and celebration of Asian Heritage Month, is presenting events and
highlighting its work during the month of May. Featured
content includes an evening of music and live storytelling,
an exhibit, storytelling podcasts, and more.
“I Am an American Live”
“I Am an American Live” takes place Friday, May 6 from
7:00pm to 9:00pm at the Patricia Reser Center for the
Arts. The in-person event features pan-Asian music that
combines sounds from Asia with western harmonies
performed by local musicians trained in a variety of
traditions. The music, composed and arranged by Indian
film music composer Balamurali Balu, aims to represent
some of the many strands of Asian musical traditions and
showcase what the Asian community brings to America.
Speakers with roots from across Asia follow the
performance. The diverse storytellers will talk about their
lived experiences exploring what it means to belong in
America, even when being partially erased and, at times,
excluded. The stories seek to inform attendees about important aspects of our past, both as a state and nation, and
offer an opportunity for reflection on our collective history.
One of the featured storytellers is Liani Reeves, the first
Asian-American president of the Oregon State Bar. “As
international adoptees, our stories are often missing from
the immigration narrative,” Reeves said. “I am honored to
have the opportunity to tell my story as an involuntary
immigrant who has faced complex issues of identity and
belonging on the path to becoming an American.”
Admission to “I Am an American Live” is free. The
Patricia Reser Center for the Arts is located at 12625 S.W.
Crescent Street in Beaverton, Oregon. To reserve tickets,
please visit <https://secure.thereser.org/67/112>.
“I Am an American” exhibit
The “I Am an American: Stories of Exclusion and
Belonging” exhibit, which focuses on six Asian-American
women, is already open and available to view in northwest
Portland. It focuses on different facets of the AsianAmerican experience, from the endurance of many layers

DYNAMIC STORYTELLING. The Immigrant Story is presenting
events and highlighting its work in observance of Asian Heritage Month.
Pictured is Liani Reeves (left photo), the first Asian-American president of
the Oregon State Bar, whose story is told as part of “I Am an American.”
The photo to the right shows handwritten testimony by Reeves about the
object next to it — little pink pajamas worn by Reeves when she was an
orphan. (Photos courtesy of The Immigrant Story)
of adversity to the strength revealed by a person who has
decided precisely who to become.
To create the display, TIS teamed up with photographer
Jim Lommasson and his “What We Carried” project in
collaboration with conceptual artist Roberta Wong.
Wong, a veteran artist, grew up in Portland. Over
several decades, she has created thought-provoking
conceptual art focused on themes such as identity,
ethnicity, ritual, and transformation.
Lommasson’s work focuses on objects immigrants were
able to carry with them on their journeys. From the photographer’s images of the objects, participants provided
handwritten testimonies — stories, memories, poems,
drawings. The objects, portraits, and narratives connect
viewers with their thoughts, joys, and fears and shine a
light on different perspectives of the Asian experience.
The title of the exhibit was chosen to bring attention to
the 80 years since the U.S. federal government confiscated

property and sent more than 100,000 Japanese
Americans to internment camps in the early days of World
War II. The same phrase, “I Am an American,” has become
a rallying cry for all Asian Americans.
The “I Am an American” exhibit is on view Monday
through Friday from 10:00am to 6:00pm at PLACE,
located at 735 N.W. 18th Avenue in Portland. For more
information,
visit
<www.theimmigrantstory.org/
i-am-an-american-exhibition>. To schedule a viewing
appointment, e-mail <place@place.la>.
Website & podcast
The body of work created by TIS’s writers and content
creators is available online. The organization has shared
the stories of immigrants from six dozen countries, about
40 percent of whom were refugees, including 41 survivors
who faced genocide, the atrocities of war, and the
Holocaust. On October 29, 2021, the group published its
200th story.
Just a few of the many posts include “Exploring
Heritage Through Music,” about Keiko Araki; “EmContinued on page 16

Where do you
explore?
Access nature in all of its
wonder. From our parks
and natural areas, to your
neighborhood or backyard.
Enjoy these activities anywhere!

oregonmetro.gov/parks
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Oregon Public Broadcasting releases schedule
of shows airing during Asian Heritage Month

Try Harder!
May 2, 11:00pm, OPB
Try Harder!, an episode of Independent Lens, takes
place at Lowell High School, San Francisco’s academic
pressure cooker, where the kids are stressed out. With a
majority Asian-American student body, high-achieving
seniors share their dreams and anxieties about getting
into a top university.
“Finding Your Roots: Reporting on the Reporters”
May 3, 8:00pm, OPB
“Reporting on the Reporters,” an episode of “Finding
Your Roots,” features host Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
exploring the family histories of journalists Ann Curry,
Lisa Ling, and Christiane Amanpour.
“High Tide, Don’t Hide”
May 3, 11:00pm, OPB
“High Tide, Don’t Hide,” an episode of Pacific
Heartbeat, follows New Zealand teens as they join a
School Strike for Climate.
Shinmachi: Stronger Than a Tsunami
May 4, 7:00pm, OPB Plus

Photo courtesy of Roger Tully

Oregon Public Broadcasting (OPB) has assembled a
schedule of Asian-related programs, shows, and
documentaries that will air during Asian Heritage Month.
The organization has gathered together pieces created by
the Center for Asian American Media (CAAM), Pacific
Heartbeat, Independent Lens, and others.
The list includes locally produced shows, such as an
episode of Oregon Experience focusing on the Kam Wah
Chung & Co. general store in John Day, Oregon, as well as
segments of the five-part Asian Americans series that
traces the epic story of Asian Americans spanning 150
years of immigration, racial politics, international
relations, and cultural innovation.
The programming will air on both OPB and OPB Plus.
For more information, call (503) 293-1982. To learn more,
or to view the full schedule online, visit <www.opb.org>.
Below is a partial schedule:

HISTORY DOCUMENTED. Mr. Tornado, a documentary about Tetsuya Theodore “Ted” Fujita, a Japanese-American scientist who devoted his
life to unlocking the mysteries of severe storms, airs May 11 on OPB Plus.
On the morning of April 1, 1946, a deadly tsunami
reduced Shinmachi to rubble. In Shinmachi: Stronger
Than a Tsunami, discover the resilience of a unique
Japanese community in Hilo, Hawai‘i. Their stories bring
to life the once-thriving small business district founded by
Japanese immigrant plantation laborers who made the
bold decision to establish their economic independence
from the sugar industry.
“James & Isey”
May 8, 8:00pm, OPB Plus &
May 10, 11:00pm, OPB
“James & Isey,” an episode of Pacific Heartbeat, follows
a New Zealand woman who prepares for her 100th

birthday with her son.
Waterman: Duke, Ambassador of Aloha
May 10, 9:00pm, OPB &
May 29, 8:00pm, OPB Plus
Waterman: Duke, Ambassador of Aloha, by American
Masters, tells the inspiring story and considerable impact
of five-time Olympic medallist Duke Kahanamoku, who
shattered swimming records and globalized surfing while
overcoming racism in a lifetime of personal challenges.
Waterman is narrated by Jason Momoa.
Asian Americans: “Breaking Ground”
May 11, 7:00pm, OPB Plus
Continued on page 16

eŊķƅƩƈĮ+ƞƐƟĨēƑƤ

oŇƕēƫĆƌƖ1ƢƯô

This time of year, Oregon is dressed up in her ﬁnest. Tree buds burst into ﬂower
and mountains come out from hiding behind cloudy skies. It becomes just
a little easier to set aside the things that worry us, to perhaps try to
ignore habits that we developed during darker days. If gambling
is one of those habits, it’s a great time for a new start. Spring
is a perfect time for renewal, for change.

1ôĨƓƌưŲƞēƏƄƟĨƢ

If you have a gambling habit that has grown beyond
your control, help is available. Through the Oregon
Problem Gambling Resource (OPGR), gamblers and
those who love them can get support from trained
addiction counselors, often right from home.
Treatment is effective. People are ready and
waiting to provide better mechanisms to cope
and to heal. And, best of all, it’s free.
All it takes is a phone call, a text, or an online
chat to get started. Reach out. Let this season
be your season for change.

For more information, visit

.ORG

OREGON PROBLEM GAMBLING RESOURCE
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Heritage Month
events & screenings
Organizations and others are holding events in
celebration of Heritage Month. Some activities include:
“Oregon’s Nikkei: An American Story of Resilience”
Currently on view, 11am-3pm (Fri-Sun), Japanese American Museum of Oregon at the Naito
Center (411 NW Flanders St, Portland). View “Oregon’s Nikkei: An American Story of Resilience,”
an exhibit that highlights the discrimination, resilience, and identity of the Japanese-American
community in Oregon. The display begins in rural Oregon and the streets of Portland’s Japantown
where Japanese immigrants embraced American ideals. What they built was abruptly taken away
during World War II when people of Japanese descent were incarcerated in American internment
camps. From early immigration through current day, the exhibit explores the Japanese-American
experience and includes the rebuilding of communities and the ongoing fight for justice. For info, or
to purchase tickets, call (503) 224-1458 or visit <www.jamo.org>.

“Beyond the Gate: A Tale of Portland’s Historic Chinatowns”
Currently on view, 11am-3pm (Fri-Sun), Portland Chinatown Museum (127 NW Third Ave,
Portland). View “Beyond the Gate: A Tale of Portland’s Historic Chinatowns,” a display of rare
objects such as Chinese opera costumes, theatrical sets, bilingual text, audio-visual media, and
more that tell a sprawling transnational story of contact and trade between China and the west,
focusing on Portland’s Old Chinatown (1850-1905) and New Chinatown (1905-1950). For info, or to
purchase tickets, call (503) 224-0008 or visit <www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org>.

Roberta Wong: “Vincent”
Currently on view, 11am-3pm (Fri-Sun), Portland Chinatown Museum (127 NW Third Ave,
Portland). View “Vincent,” a display by Roberta Wong in memory of Vincent Chin, who was
murdered in 1982 in Detroit. The art installation was first on view in 2018 as part of the museum’s
“Descendent Threads” exhibit. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 224-0008 or visit
<www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org>.

Cambodian Cultural Museum and Killing Fields Memorial
Currently on view, 10am-5pm (Wed-Sun), Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American
Experience (719 S King St, Seattle). View the Cambodian Killing Fields Memorial exhibit, a
collection of photographs and artwork that testifies to the atrocities of the Khmer Rouge holocaust
and honors the rich, enduring culture of the Cambodian people. For info, or to purchase tickets, call
(206) 623-5124 or visit <www.wingluke.org>.

“Be/Longing: Contemporary Asian Art”
Currently on view, 10am-5pm (Fri-Sun), Seattle Asian Art Museum (1400 E Prospect St, in
Volunteer Park, Seattle). View “Be/Longing: Contemporary Asian Art,” an exhibit featuring 12
artists who were born in different parts of Asia — Azerbaijan, Iran, India, Thailand, China, Korea,
and Japan — and have all spent time or moved outside of Asia. Their experiences as both insiders
and outsiders have compelled them to explore their Asian heritage from multiple perspectives.
Their works, as a result, are at once Asian and global, and comment on fundamental concerns of who
we are and where we belong. For info, call (206) 654-3100 or visit <www.seattleartmuseum.org>.

“Gerard Tsutakawa: Stories Shaped In Bronze”
Through May 8, 10am-5pm (Wed-Sun), Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American
Experience (719 S King St, Seattle). View “Gerard Tsutakawa: Stories Shaped In Bronze,” an
exhibit exploring the inspiration, design, and fabrication process of public sculptures created by
Seattle artist Gerard Tsutakawa. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (206) 623-5124 or visit
<www.wingluke.org>.

“Gifts from Japan: A Horticultural Tale Told through Botanical Art”
Through July 4, 10am-5:30pm (Wed-Mon), Portland Japanese Garden (611 SW Kingston Ave,
Portland). View “Gifts from Japan: A Horticultural Tale Told through Botanical Art,” a display
featuring a selection of botanical illustrations from The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and
Botanical Gardens, the Botanical Artists Guild of Southern California, and guest botanical artists
from Japan. The exhibit illuminates the unique origin stories of many flowers that are now widely
presumed as native to the United States. The artworks present a window into the JapaneseAmerican experience, as immigrant families cultivated gardens and helped naturalize well-known
flowers such as orchids, camellias, and irises. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 223-1321 or
visit <www.japanesegarden.com>.

“Embodied Change: South Asian Art Across Time”
Through July 10, 10am-5pm (Fri-Sun), Seattle Asian Art Museum (1400 E Prospect St, in
Volunteer Park, Seattle). View “Embodied Change: South Asian Art Across Time,” an exhibit
featuring 16 artists. Spanning a period from the third millennium B.C.E. to today, the works in the
display offer metamorphic and compelling images of the human body. Many of the artists —
including Adeela Suleman, Humaira Abid, Naiza Khan, and Malavika Rajnarayan, among others
— utilize female and feminized forms in a myriad of ways: as an object of veneration, as a mode of
self-representation, and to question the safety of public spaces. For info, call (206) 654-3100 or visit
<www.seattleartmuseum.org>.

“Na Omi Judy Shintani: Dream Refuge for Children Imprisoned”
Through Sep 4, 11am-3pm (Fri-Sun), Japanese American Museum of Oregon at the Naito Center
(411 NW Flanders St, Portland). View “Na Omi Judy Shintani: Dream Refuge for Children
Imprisoned,” an installation exploring the trauma experienced by children who have been
incarcerated. For the display, Shintani has arranged cots, life-sized drawings of children, space
blankets, and woven fabrics into a circular formation in the museum, creating a sacred space for
listening to the stories of those imprisoned. The piece draws parallels between Japanese-American
children held during World War II, Native-American children who were denied their culture at

Continued on page 15
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A Proclamation on Asian American,
Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander
Heritage Month, 2022
During Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage
Month, our Nation recognizes the innumerable contributions, vibrant cultures,
and rich heritage of Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders
(AA and NHPIs). As some of the fastest-growing racial and ethnic groups in the
Nation, AA and NHPI communities represent a multitude of ethnicities,
languages, and experiences that enrich America and strengthen our Union.
AA and NHPIs have long played an essential role in writing the American
story. From serving our country in uniform, advocating for civil rights, starting
new businesses, and winning Olympic medals, the contributions of the AA and
NHPI community touch the lives of Americans every day. AA and NHPIs serve
with distinction at the highest levels of Federal, State, and local government. I
am proud to have Vice President Kamala Harris, the first person of South Asian
descent to serve as Vice President, and Katherine Tai, the first Asian American
United States Trade Representative, in my Administration.
As we celebrate AA and NHPI communities, we must also redouble our
commitment to combatting the surge of anti-Asian hate crimes. The First Lady
and I shared the Nation’s outrage as we witnessed these crimes increase by 339
percent last year compared to the year before in cities across America. Many
other incidents of anti-Asian bias, xenophobia, and harassment that surfaced
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic were not even reported. We cannot allow
these horrific acts to continue threatening the safety of AA and NHPI Americans
— especially women, girls, and the elderly. These acts are wrong; they are
un-American; and they must stop.
In my first week in office, I directed all executive departments and agencies to
combat xenophobia, hate, and discrimination against AA and NHPI
communities. I also signed into law last May the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act to
provide law enforcement with resources to identify, investigate, and report hate
crimes and ensure that hate crimes information is more accessible to AA and
NHPI communities.
As we work to ensure that hatred has no safe harbor in America’s future, we
must confront shameful chapters in our history. That is why, for example, I
signed into law the Amache National Historic Site Act — to memorialize the
10,000 Japanese Americans who were unjustly imprisoned at Amache during
World War II. And we will continue to root out racial injustices of our past and
advance equity for all Americans as we move forward.
Toward that aim, my Administration is making long-overdue investments in
AA and NHPI communities. I reestablished and expanded the President’s
Advisory Commission and the White House Initiative on Asian Americans,
Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders. The American Rescue Plan helped
reduce poverty among AA and NHPI families by approximately 26 percent. We
have increased access to capital, training, and counselling for AA and NHPI
entrepreneurs so their businesses can thrive. We are also working to ensure that
healthcare resources are available to AA and NHPI communities. And we are
rebuilding our immigration system so everyone is treated fairly and humanely
— including AA and NHPI communities.
This month, we celebrate our fellow Americans from AA and NHPI
communities and pay tribute to all they have done to help fulfill the promise of
America for all. Together, let us recommit ourselves to building a country in
which every American — regardless of who they are, where they come from, or
what they look like — has an equal opportunity to thrive.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2022 as Asian American,
Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. I call upon all
Americans to learn more about the history of AA and NHPIs, and to observe this
month with appropriate programs and activities.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-sixth.

— JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR.

Become an online reader!
To schedule a blood
donation call
1-800-GIVE-LIFE or
visit HelpSaveALife.org.

Visit <www.asianreporter.com> and click on the
“Online Paper (PDF)” link to download our last two issues.
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Heritage
Month events
Continued from page 14
boarding schools, and Central-American children separated from
their families and currently living in unsafe conditions at the
U.S.-Mexico border. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503)
224-1458 or visit <www.jamo.org>.

“The World Transformed”
Through Sep 10, 11am-3pm (Fri-Sun), Portland Chinatown
Museum (127 NW Third Ave, Portland). View “The World
Transformed,” a new display of original work by theatrical
designer Carey Wong. The exhibit of 16 scenic designs and set
models spans the past four decades of Wong’s career. Designs
featured include six shows with Asian or Asian-American
settings as well as set models for designs created for the Portland
Opera and Portland Center Stage in its inaugural season. For
info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 224-0008 or visit
<www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org>.

“We Are Changing the Tide:
Community Power for Environmental Justice”
Through Feb 19, 2023, 10am-5pm (Wed-Sun), Wing Luke
Museum of the Asian Pacific American Experience (719 S King
St, Seattle). View “We Are Changing the Tide: Community Power
for Environmental Justice,” an exhibit highlighting Asian
American, Pacific Islander, and Native Hawaiian community
work and activism in the Environmental Justice Movement, with
a focus on solidarity with other affected communities. Visitors are
able to explore stories and other content through photographs,
art pieces, artifacts, and first-person voices to learn how BIPOC
communities are addressing Environmental Justice and how we
can all play a role in supporting collaborative systemic change.
For info, or to purchase tickets, call (206) 623-5124 or visit
<www.wingluke.org>.

DRAGON DANCE PARADE & CELEBRATION. Lion dancers and performers will lead a Dragon Dance Parade & Celebration in
front of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association (315 N.W. Davis Street in Portland) on Saturday, May 7 beginning at 10:00am. Featuring the Portland Chinatown History Foundation’s 150-foot-long dragon,
the parade will pass through the China Gate, march along Third Avenue
and end near the Oregon Historical Society Museum (1200 S.W. Park Avenue in Portland). (Photos courtesy of Jeff Lee Photography)

Asian Heritage Month performances at Lan Su
May 6-31, 10am-6pm (daily), Lan Su Chinese Garden (239
NW Everett St, Portland). Attend special performances and
events held at the Lan Su Chinese Garden during Asian Heritage
Month. See story on page 11. For info, or to purchase tickets, call
(503) 228-8131 or visit <www.lansugarden.org>.

Fear No Music

Portland Chinatown
Dragon Dance Parade & Celebration
May 7, 10am-1:30pm, Chinese Consolidated Benevolent
Association (315 NW Davis St, Portland). Lion dancers and
performers will lead a Dragon Dance Parade & Celebration in
front of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association. Led by
the Portland Chinatown History Foundation’s 150-foot-long
dragon, the parade will pass through the China Gate, march
along Third Avenue to S.W. Jefferson and S.W. Park, then end
near the Oregon Historical Society Museum (1200 SW Park Ave,
Portland). Along the way, lions will “pluck the green” for good
luck at select locations and volunteers will pass out traditional
red envelopes to onlookers. For info, call (503) 224-0008 or visit
<www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org>.

Kodomo no Hi
May 8, 10:30am-2:30pm, Portland Japanese Garden (611 SW
Kingston Ave, Portland). Celebrate children or being a child at
the Portland Japanese Garden’s Children’s Day event, Kodomo
no Hi, which is returning to the garden for the first time in two
years. The family festival features a host of activities and
entertainment including the raising of the koi nobori (carp
banner), taiko drumming (10:30am & 11:30am), take-home craft
activities, a scavenger hunt (10:30am to 2:30pm), and more. For
info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 223-1321 or visit
<www.japanesegarden.com>.

“Celebrate 2022 — IRCO Gala”
May 10, 6pm, virtual. Attend “Celebrate 2022 — IRCO Gala,”
a virtual event highlighting 46 years of the Immigrant and
Refugee Community Organization (IRCO) empowering refugee
and immigrant communities in Portland and beyond. The event
features cultural performances, an online and live auction, and

speeches from community leaders. Contributions raised during
the celebration directly benefit families and clients of IRCO. For
info, call (503) 234-1541. To reserve a space for the virtual event,
visit <www.avcast.me/irco-celebrate2022>.

Asian & Pacific Islander Leadership Night
May 12, 5-8:30pm, Oregon Convention Center, Meeting
Rooms E145-146 (777 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Portland).
Attend Asian & Pacific Islander Leadership Night, a networking
event with guest speakers. Registration and the mixer begin at
5:00pm and the program starts at 6:00pm. The theme for the
evening is “Building Youth Leaders in the Midst of a Pandemic.”
Proceeds from the event benefit the Youth Job-Entrepreneurial
Readiness Training Program Level 1, a job readiness and
independent living skills development program managed by the
Philippine American Chamber of Commerce of Oregon (PACCO)
that focuses on youth between 16 and 21 years who are part of low
and extremely-low income households. Online registration is
open. For info, call (503) 862-6853. To purchase tickets (by May
5), visit <www.pacco.org>.

Cultural performances at
the Portland Japanese Garden
May 15, 20, 22 & 28, 1:15-2:15pm, Portland Japanese Garden
(611 SW Kingston Ave, Portland). Attend afternoon cultural
performances held at the Portland Japanese Garden. The
performances feature: koto and harmonica (May 15), koto (May
20), shinobue flute & piano by Maido Mind (May 22), and koto by
Mitsuki Dazai (May 28). For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503)
223-1321 or visit <www.japanesegarden.com>.

May 9 & 23; May 9, 7:30pm (live concert), The Old Church
(1422 SW 11th Ave, Portland); May 23, 7:30pm (virtual concert),
Fear No Music YouTube channel. Fear No Music’s 30th
anniversary season features “Asian Resilience & Joy,” an
exuberant celebration of new work by composers from the vast
Asian diaspora. With awareness of the ongoing discrimination
towards Asian Americans, Fear No Music offers a vibrant,
prismatic look at the multi-dimensional lives and richly diverse
influences of Asian cultures. (The live concert has limited
capacity.) Performances are donation-based. To reserve a ticket,
visit <www.fearnomusic.org/upcoming>.

“A Glimpse of China”
May 21, virtual. Watch “A Glimpse of China: Chinese Culture
& Arts Festival” presented by Seattle Center Festál. The online
event illuminates the colorful and ancient palette of Chinese arts
with dance, painting, calligraphy, workshops, and martial arts.
For info, including hours, call (206) 684-7200 or visit
<www.seattlecenter.com>.

Pagdiriwang Philippine Festival
June 4-5, 11am, virtual. Watch the Pagdiriwang Philippine
Festival, a celebration of Filipino culture, history, and heritage
presented by Seattle Center Festál. The free event observes
Philippine independence from colonial rule and the strength of
Filipino identity and imagination through art exhibits, songs,
spoken word, film, and martial arts. For info, or to verify hours,
call (206) 684-7200, or visit <www.seattlecenter.com> or <www.
festalpagdiriwang.com>.

For timely information
about upcoming events, visit
<www.facebook.com/
TheAsianReporter>.
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OPB releases schedule of shows
airing during Asian Heritage Month
Continued from page 13
In an era of exclusion, new immigrants arrived in the
U.S. from China, India, Japan, the Philippines, and
elsewhere. Eventually barred by anti-Asian laws, the first
show in the epic five-part Asian Americans series —
“Breaking Ground” — tells how the newcomers became
America’s first “undocumented immigrants” even as they
built railroads and dazzled on the silver screen. They also
took the fight for equality to the U.S. Supreme Court.
Mr. Tornado
May 11, 8:00pm, OPB Plus
Mr. Tornado is a documentary about Tetsuya Theodore
“Ted” Fujita, a Japanese-American scientist who devoted
his life to unlocking the mysteries of severe storms.

COMPELLING STORIES. The Immigrant Story is presenting
events and highlighting its work in observance of Asian Heritage Month.
Pictured is Priti Ghandi (top photo), whose story is told as part of “I Am
an American.” The photo on the bottom shows handwritten testimony by
Ghandi about the objects next to it — gold jewelry — and an explanation
about the Indian tradition behind the gifts. (Photos courtesy of The Immigrant Story)

The Immigrant Story highlights
“I Am an American” events and
more during Asian Heritage Month
Continued from page 12
bracing and Exploring
Identity,” about Qasim
Syed;
and
“Evading
Stigmas and Stereotypes,”
about Emery Thanathiti.
Many Roads to Here
(MRH) is a podcast produced entirely by volunteers that tells the stories
of newcomers in their own
words, bringing the voices
of immigrants, refugees,
and asylum seekers to the
national
conversation
about migration and iden-

tity. It aims to advance our
country’s dialogue around
race and identity and dispel the myths, stereotypes,
and preconceptions that
haunt immigrants. The
goal of MRH is to provide
information and empathy.
Interviews produced by
MRH are archived at the
Oregon Historical Society.
To read the compelling
stories, or to subscribe to
the Many Roads to Here
podcast,
visit
<www.
theimmigrantstory.org>.

Lan Su Chinese Garden to celebrate
Asian heritage with a month full of
performances and events
Continued from page 11
Saturday, May 14
2:00pm: Takohachi taiko
3:00pm: Ka Lei Hali’a O Ka Lokelani
4:00pm: Vancouver Jasmine Dance Troupe
Saturday, May 21
1:00pm: Kalabharathi School of Dance
3:00pm: Cambodian Dance Troupe
Saturday, May 28
1:00pm: Filipino American Friendship Club of Oregon
3:00pm: Team Japonesque
Additional events include “Learn How to Play Mahjong”
on Sunday, May 15 at 1:00pm; an erhu demonstration on
Saturday, May 21 from 11:00am to noon; a talk about the
kimono on Saturday, May 28 from 11:00am to noon; and
more.
“Lan Su wants to provide a stage for the community to
share their cultures and experiences with the public,” said
the garden’s Venus Sun. “We have so much to share, and
our stories deserve not just to be told, but celebrated.”
Lan Su Chinese Garden is located at 239 N.W. Everett
Street in Portland. It is open daily from 10:00am to
6:00pm. For more information, call (503) 228-8131. To
learn more, or to view a schedule of events, visit
<www.lansugarden.org/CelebrateOurStories>.

Celebrate
Earth Day
everyday!
Reduce w Reuse w Recycle

“Bloodline”
May 13, 7:00pm, OPB Plus
“Bloodline” is a profile of Vietnamese-American chef Tu
David Phu and the evolution of his culinary aesthetic. The
program follows Tu as he returns home to Oakland,
California, after competing on the cooking series “Top
Chef.” From the son of refugees growing up in West
Oakland to a professional chef, Tu’s acclaimed culinary
creations are heralded as the next wave of Asian fusion
representing Vietnamese culture.
Kam Wah Chung
May 13, 7:30pm, OPB Plus
Kam Wah Chung, an episode of Oregon Experience,
tells the story of herbal doctor Ing Hay and businessman
Lung On, who practiced medicine and operated a general
store at Kam Wah Chung & Co. in John Day, Oregon.
“Loimata, the Sweetest Tears”
May 15, 8:00pm, OPB Plus
“Loimata, the Sweetest Tears,” an episode of Pacific
Heartbeat, follows a family returning to their Samoan
homeland.
The Chinese Exclusion Act
May 15, 9:00pm, OPB Plus
The Chinese Exclusion Act, a documentary screening as
part of American Experience, explores the history of
Chinese immigration to the United States and its
significance to issues of globalization, immigration, labor,
and civil rights today through powerful and illuminating
visuals, historical documents, testimonies, and the
insight of scholars and experts.
Massacre at Hells Canyon
May 16, 9:00pm, OPB
Massacre at Hells Canyon, an episode of Oregon
Experience, details an 1887 incident in which as many as
34 Chinese gold miners were massacred on the Oregon
side of Hells Canyon in what was likely the nation’s worst
massacre of Chinese people. Though the culprits were
well known, no one was ever convicted and the crime was
largely forgotten.
Tyrus Wong
May 17, 10:00pm, OPB
Tyrus Wong, by American Masters, tells the story of the
renowned Chinese-American painter.
Asian Americans: “A Question of Loyalty”
May 18, 7:00pm, OPB Plus
An American-born generation straddles their country of
birth and the homelands of their parents in “A Question of
Loyalty,” an episode of the five-part series, Asian
Americans. Those loyalties are tested during World War II
when families are imprisoned in detention camps and
brothers find themselves on opposite sides of the battle
lines.
Norman Mineta and His Legacy:
An American Story
May 20, 9:00pm, OPB Plus
Norman Mineta and His Legacy: An American Story is a
documentary that follows the history of the Mineta family
and the hardships they endured, including incarceration
during World War II, blatant and systemic racism, and
more.

Black Pearl Acupuncture
Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine
are great for:
- Acute/Chronic Pain (i.e. neck, back,
sciatica & shoulder)
- Treating & Preventing the flu and colds
- Stress Relief
- Headaches/Migraines
www.blackpearlacupuncture.com

Sita Symonette
Licensed Acupuncturist
seasymonettea@gmail.com

Call to schedule an appointment: (503) 308-9363
505 N.W. Ninth Ave., Portland, OR 97209

HONORING ASIAN HERITAGE. Kam Wah Chung, an episode of
Oregon Experience, tells the story of herbal doctor Ing Hay and businessman Lung On, who practiced medicine and operated a general store at
Kam Wah Chung & Co. in John Day, Oregon. The show is airing May 13 on
OPB Plus. Pictured is Kam Wah Chung & Co., circa 1930. (Photo courtesy
of the Kam Wah Chung & Co. Museum)
“Touching the Sound”
May 21, 7:00pm, OPB Plus
“Touching the Sound” traces the artistic development of
young pianist Nobuyuki Tsujii, from his early ability to
play piano by ear, undeterred by his lifelong blindness, to
his gold medal triumph in the 2009 Van Cliburn
International Piano Competition, to his debut at Carnegie
Hall. Highlighting the power of music in overcoming
hardship, Tsujii performs his own uplifting compositions,
alongside those of Chopin, Beethoven, Rachmaninoff, and
Liszt, while touring the 2011 tsunami-devastated
coastline of Japan.
The Donut King
May 21, 8:00pm, OPB Plus
The Donut King, an episode of Independent Lens, tells
the story of a Cambodian refugee who built a
multi-million-dollar donut empire.
“The Healer Stones of Kapaemahu”
May 22, 8:00pm, OPB Plus
“The Healer Stones of Kapaemahu,” an episode of
Pacific Heartbeat, explores Honolulu’s symbolic stones.
American Revolutionary:
The Evolution of Grace Lee Boggs
May 22, 9:00pm, OPB Plus
American Revolutionary: The Evolution of Grace Lee
Boggs, from POV, tells viewers about Grace Lee Boggs, a
Chinese-American philosopher, writer, and activist in
Detroit with a thick FBI file and a surprising vision of
what an American revolution can be. Rooted in 75 years of
the labor, civil rights, and Black Power movements, she
continually challenges a new generation to throw off old
assumptions, think creatively, and redefine revolution for
our times.
Asian Americans: “Good Americans”
May 25, 7:00pm, OPB Plus
Part of the five-part series Asian Americans, “Good
Americans” addresses the Cold War years, when Asian
Americans are simultaneously heralded as a model
minority and targeted as a perpetual foreigner. Bold
ambition also emerges, as Asian Americans aspire for the
first time to national political office and a coming
culture-quake simmers beneath the surface.
“The World of the May’s Photo Studio”
May 28, 9:30pm, OPB Plus
“The World of the May’s Photo Studio,” an episode of
Vanishing Chinatown, chronicles San Francisco’s
Chinatown during the 1900s.
Canefield Songs: Holehole Bushi
May 29, 9:30pm, OPB Plus
Canefield Songs: Holehole Bushi is a film that tells the
story of music teacher Harry Urata and his efforts to
record, preserve, and perpetuate the musical oral
histories of Japanese immigrants who worked in Hawai‘i’s
sugarcane fields in the late 19th- and early
20th-centuries. Through their canefield songs, or holehole
bushi, the women sang about their joys and sorrows of
trying to start life in a new world.

Happy
Mother’s
Day!

