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WELCOMING HERITAGE MONTH. During the month of May, we celebrate Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander heritage. The idea of celebrating the achievements and contributions of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders in the United States began in mid-1977, when a resolution first appeared in the House of Representatives to proclaim the first ten days of May as Asian-Pacific American Heritage week. Soon after, a similar bill
was introduced in the senate. Both passed on October 5, 1978 and U.S. President Jimmy Carter signed a Joint Resolution designating the annual celebration. In 1990, the observance was extended from a week to a month. This
year’s heritage month special section begins on page 10. (Illustration by Jonathan Hill)

Asian Heritage Month Special Issue
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Female ref officiates first Asian Champions League match

PATHUM THANI, Thailand (AP) — The first female referee to officiate an

Asian Champions League game saw Melbourne City defeat Jeonnam Dragons of

South Korea 2-1. Yoshimi Yamashita and assistant referees Makoto Bozono and

Naomi Teshirogi — all of Japan — comprised the first all-female trio to officiate

an Asian Champions League match, having been appointed by the Asian

Football Confederation (AFC). “Their selection reinforces the AFC’s

commitment to strengthen and develop the women’s game at all levels as well as

in ensuring the AFC’s women match officials continue to receive the highest

standards of quality education and expert guidance to scale the biggest stages in

world football,” the confederation said in a statement. Lee Kyu-hyuk scored for

Jeonnam after 16 minutes to cancel out Carl Jenkinson’s early opener at

Pathum Thani Stadium just north of Bangkok. Andrew Nabbout scored what

turned out to be the winning goal for the Australian team just six minutes later.

China promotes coal in setback for efforts to cut emissions

BEIJING (AP) — China is promoting coal-fired power as the ruling

Communist Party tries to revive a sluggish economy, prompting warnings

Beijing is setting back efforts to cut climate-changing carbon emissions from the

biggest global source. Official plans call for boosting coal production capacity by

300 million tons this year, according to news reports. That is equal to 7% of last

year’s output of 4.1 billion tons, which was an increase of 5.7% over 2020. China

is one of the biggest investors in wind and solar, but jittery leaders called for

more coal-fired power after economic growth plunged last year and shortages

caused blackouts and factory shutdowns.

3 critically endangered Sumatran tigers lost to animal traps

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia (AP) — Three critically endangered Sumatran

tigers were found dead after being caught in traps on Indonesia’s Sumatra

island in the latest setback for a species whose numbers are estimated to have

dwindled to about 400, according to authorities. A female and a male tiger were

found dead with leg injuries caused by a snare trap near a palm oil plantation in

the East Aceh district of Aceh province, local police chief Hendra Sukmana said.

The body of another female tiger was found hours later about 550 yards away

with a snare still embedded in her almost-severed neck and legs, he said.

China sending up next space station crew in June

BEIJING (AP) — China will launch three more astronauts to its newest space

station in June after the latest crew returned following a six-month stay in orbit,

according to an official. The crew of Shenzhou 14 will spend six months on the

Tiangong to add two modules to the station, Hao Chun, director of the China

Manned Space Engineering Office, told a news conference. China’s ambitious

space program launched its first astronaut into orbit in 2003, landed robot

rovers on the moon in 2013, and on Mars last year. Officials have discussed a

possible crewed mission to the moon. The core module of the Tiangong, or

Heavenly Palace, was launched in April 2021. Plans call for completing

construction this year. The Wentian module will be launched in July and the

Mengtian module in October, Hao said. The crew of Shenzhou 13 landed in the

Gobi desert in the northern region of Inner Mongolia in April. During the

mission, astronaut Wang Yaping carried out the first spacewalk by a Chinese

woman. Wang, commander Zhai Zhigang, and crewmate Ye Guangfu also

beamed back physics lessons for high school students. China was the third

nation to launch an astronaut into space on its own after the former Soviet

Union and the United States. Tiangong is China’s third space station following

predecessors launched in 2011 and 2016. The government announced in 2020

that China’s first reusable spacecraft had landed following a test flight but no

photos or details have been released. China is excluded from the International

Space Station due to U.S. unease that its space program is run by the ruling

Communist Party’s military wing, the People’s Liberation Army.

South Korea’s top court overturns convictions of gay soldiers

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — South Korea’s Supreme Court has thrown out a

military court ruling that convicted two gay soldiers for having sex outside their

military facilities, saying it stretched the reading of the country’s widely criti-

cized military sodomy law. The court’s decision to send the case back to the High

Court for Armed Forces was welcomed by human rights advocates, who have long

protested the country’s 1962 Military Criminal Act’s Article 92-6, which prohibits

same-sex conduct among soldiers in the country’s predominantly male military.

The article prescribes a maximum prison term of two years for “anal intercourse”

and “any other indecent acts” between military personnel. Following the

Supreme Court’s full panel deliberation of its 13 justices, chief justice Kim

Myeong-su said they concluded the provisions should not be applied to

consensual sex between male service members that takes place outside military

facilities during off-duty hours. “The specific ideas of what constitutes as inde-

cency has changed accordingly with the changes in time and society,” Kim said in

a decision that was broadcast online. “The view that sexual activity between

people of the same sex is a source of sexual humiliation and disgust for objective

regular people and goes against decent moral sense can hardly be accepted as a

universal and proper moral standard for our times.” The court later said in a

press release that the decision was meaningful as a “declaration that consensual

same-sex sexual activity (among military service members) could no longer be

considered as punishable in itself.” The two defendants — an army lieutenant and

sergeant from different units — were charged by military prosecutors in 2017 for

having sex during off-duty hours at a residence outside their bases in 2016.

Pandemic-hit theater
back in India’s northeast

By Anupam Nath

The Associated Press

GAUHATI, India — Travelling theater

groups in India’s northeastern state

of Assam are reviving the local art and

culture scene after the COVID-19 pandemic

forced a pause in their performances for a year

and a half.

Seven roving theater companies are back on

stage playing before crowds in villages, towns,

and cities across the state. The mobile theaters

are among the most popular forms of local

entertainment.

“The public response has been very good.

They love live performances. We have no

competition from television and the digital

boom,” said Prastuti Parashar, a top Assamese

actress who owns the Awahan Theater group.

Before the coronavirus hit the region, about

50 theater groups, each involving 120 to 150

people, performed throughout the state. They

would start in September, coinciding with

major Hindu festivals like Durga Puja and

Diwali, and continue until April.

The Awahan Theater is among the groups

that resumed performances and ended its

season last month with the advent of the

traditional new year.

Drama is an integral part of Indian culture

and the mobile theater groups don’t restrict

themselves to mythological and social themes.

They have in the past covered classic Greek

tragedies, Shakespearean tales, and historical

subjects like the sinking of the Titanic, Lady

Diana, and Osama bin Laden’s attack on the

World Trade Center in 2001.

The groups travel with directors, actors,

dancers, singers, technicians, drivers, and

cooks, in addition to all the stage

infrastructure to perform three shows in one

place before moving on to the next makeshift

venue — like a circus show. The performances

feature many of the state’s top actors,

including Bhabesh Baruah, Tapan Das,

Mridul Bhuyan, and Pranjana Dutta.

During the pandemic-related pause in live

theater, some artists and musicians tried their

luck in television or digital content, two

industries that have depressed the market for

movies in Assam.

Asian Currency
Exchange Rates
Units per U.S. dollar as of 4/29

Bangladesh Taka· · · · 86.36

Cambodian Riel · · · · 4047.7

China Renminbi · · · · 6.6075

Fijian Dollar · · · · · · 2.1358

Hong Kong Dollar · · · 7.8468

Indian Rupee· · · · · · 76.498

Indonesian Rupiah · · · 14511

Iranian Rial · · · · · · 42298

Japanese Yen · · · · · 129.78

Laos New Kip · · · · · 12015

Malaysian Ringgit · · · 4.352

Nepal Rupee · · · · · · 122.5

Pakistani Rupee · · · · 185.32

Papua N.G. Kina · · · · 3.51

Philippine Peso· · · · · 52.359

Russian Ruble · · · · · 68.002

Saudi Riyal· · · · · · · 3.7507

Singapore Dollar · · · · 1.3817

South Korean Won · · · 1260.5

Sri Lankan Rupee · · · 349.57

Taiwan Dollar · · · · · 29.419

Thai Baht · · · · · · · 34.26

Vietnam Dong · · · · · 22917

MOBILE THEATER. Musicians perform for the Awahan travelling theater at Xetali village, east of Gauhati, India, on
April 6, 2022. Travelling theater groups in India’s northeastern state of Assam are reviving the local art and culture scene
after the COVID-19 pandemic forced a pause in their performances for a year and a half. The mobile theaters are among
the most popular forms of local entertainment. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)

Killingsworth Station
Food Cart Pod

Experience a collection of

food carts featuring a variety

of international flavors!

OUTDOOR SEATING IS OPEN!

1331 N. Killingsworth Street, Portland
(1 block east of N. Interstate Avenue)

www.killingsworthstationpod.com
www.facebook.com/KillingsworthStation

U.S. drone company Zipline starts
delivering medicine in Japan

By Yuri Kageyama

AP Business Writer

TOKYO — Zipline, an American

company that specializes in using

autonomously flying drones to deliver

medical supplies, has taken off in Japan.

They started flying last month across the

tiny Goto Islands off the western coast of

Kyushu in southwestern Japan delivering to

pharmacies and hospitals.

Other parts of Japan may follow, including

urban areas, although the biggest needs tend

to be in isolated rural areas.

Zipline, founded six years ago, already is in

service in the U.S., where it has partnered with

Walmart Inc. to deliver other products at the

retail chain as well as drugs. It is also

delivering medical goods in Ghana and

Rwanda.

Its takeoff in Japan is in partnership with

Toyota Tsusho, a group company of Japan’s top

automaker Toyota Motor Corp.
Continued on page 3
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Director of Drive My Car surprised by Oscar, popularity
By Mari Yamaguchi

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Japanese director

Ryusuke Hamaguchi says he was

surprised by the international

popularity of his Oscar-winning film Drive

My Car, but attributes it to the

universality of the short story by Haruki

Murakami on which it is based.

The movie centers on an actor played by

Hidetoshi Nishijima who is directing a

multilingual production of Chekhov’s

Uncle Vanya. Still mourning the sudden

loss of his wife, the actor, Kafuku, leads the

cast in rehearsals in which they sit and

read their lines flatly, ingesting the

language for days before acting them out.

The three-hour-long story of grief,

connection, and recovery won an Academy

Award last month for best international

feature film.

“Actually I was surprised by how widely

this film has been accepted,” Hamaguchi

said at a news conference in Tokyo last

month.

While attributing its popularity to the

universality of Murakami’s story,

Hamaguchi said the actors “put it on the

screen in a very convincing way, even

though I’m sure it was an extremely

challenging task for them to embody

Haruki Murakami’s worldview.”

The “inner reality” of the characters in

the story is both the charm and difficulty of

turning Murakami’s story into visuals,

Hamaguchi said.

“Describing inner reality ... is something

movies are not very good at,” Hamaguchi

said. So he decided not to trace the written

language of the original story. “The more

attractive a story is, the harder it is for

visuals to surpass the images already

formed in the minds of readers,” he said.

Hamaguchi said he decided to visualize

the core of the story — the relationship

between Kafuku and his much younger

driver Misaki — who has also suffered the

loss of her mother in a mudslide — which

gradually deepens through their

conversations in his beloved red Saab, one

of few colorful items in the movie.

The film combines the inner worlds of

Murakami and Chekhov and reflects their

similarities, Hamaguchi said.

Conversations between Kafuku and

Misaki contrast with those of Vanya and

Sonya in Uncle Vanya, and when Kafuku

acts as Vanya during the performance, he

comes to realize his own inner words

toward recovery.

“So I found Drive My Car and Uncle

Vanya wonderfully intertwined as if they

translated each other,” Hamaguchi said.

Hamaguchi said he wanted to thank

Murakami at the Oscar awards ceremony

but missed the chance because his “thank

you” after giving a long list of actors’

names was misunderstood as the end of his

speech.

“I still wanted to thank Murakami-san

and my staff,” he said.

Hamaguchi’s films, which include the

anthology Wheel of Fortune and Fantasy

released last year, are acclaimed, but he

was not widely known in Hollywood before

an award for best screenplay at last year’s

Cannes Film Festival brought attention to

Drive My Car.

Hamaguchi said international

audiences now see Asia as a source of

interesting films, and he hopes his fellow

filmmakers can create movies that can

“pierce through the hearts of audiences”

and live up to their expectations.

His goals for his next film? “I just want to

be able to say I made one that is a little

better than my previous one,” Hamaguchi

said.

INTERNATIONAL POPULARITY. Producer
Akihisa Yamamoto, film director Ryusuke Hamaguchi,
and actor Hidetoshi Nishijima (L-R) share a light mo-
ment while posing for a photo after a news conference
about their award-winning film, Drive My Car, in To-
kyo. Hamaguchi was surprised by the international
popularity of the film. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)

Major Japan railway now powered only by renewable energy
By Yuri Kageyama

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Tokyo’s Shibuya is famed for its

Scramble Crossing, where crowds of people

crisscross the intersection in a scene symbolizing

urban Japan’s congestion and anonymity. It may have

added another boasting right.

Tokyu Railways’ trains running through Shibuya and

other stations were switched to power generated only by

solar and other renewable sources starting April 1.

That means the carbon dioxide emissions of Tokyu’s

sprawling network of seven train lines and one tram

service now stand at zero, with green energy being used at

all its stations, including for vending machines for drinks,

security camera screens, and lighting.

Tokyu, which employs 3,855 people and connects Tokyo

with nearby Yokohama, is the first railroad operator in

Japan to have achieved that goal. It says the carbon

dioxide reduction is equivalent to the annual average

emissions of 56,000 Japanese households.

Nicholas Little, director of railway education at

Michigan State University’s Center for Railway Research

and Education, commends Tokyu for promoting

renewable energy but stressed the importance of boosting

the bottom-line amount of that renewable energy.

“I would stress the bigger impacts come from increasing

electricity generation from renewable sources,” he said.

“The long-term battle is to increase production of

renewable electricity and provide the transmission

infrastructure to get it to the places of consumption.”

The technology used by Tokyu’s trains is among the

most ecologically friendly options for railways. The other

two options are batteries and hydrogen power.

And so is it just a publicity stunt, or is Tokyu moving in

the right direction?

Ryo Takagi, a professor at Kogakuin University and

specialist in electric railway systems, believes the answer

isn’t simple because how train technology evolves is

complex and depends on many uncertain societal factors.

In a nutshell, Tokyu’s efforts are definitely not hurting

and are probably better than doing nothing. They show

the company is taking up the challenge of promoting clean

energy, he said.

“But I am not going out of my way to praise it as great,”

Takagi said.

Bigger gains would come from switching from diesel

trains in rural areas to hydrogen powered lines and from

switching gas-guzzling cars to electric, he said.

Tokyu paid an undisclosed amount to Tokyo Electric

Power Co., the utility behind the 2011 Fukushima nuclear

disaster, for certification vouching for its use of

renewables, even as Japan continues to use coal and other

fossil fuels.

“We don’t see this as reaching our goal but just a start,”

said assistant manager Yoshimasa Kitano at Tokyu’s

headquarters, a few minutes’ walk from the Scramble

Crossing.

Such steps are crucial for Japan, the world’s

sixth-biggest carbon emitter, to attain its goal of becoming

carbon-neutral by 2050.

Only about 20% of Japan’s electricity comes from

renewable sources, according to the Institute for

Sustainable Energy Policies, a Tokyo-based independent

nonprofit research organization.

That lags way behind New Zealand, for instance, where

84% of power used comes from renewable energy sources.

New Zealand hopes to make that 100% by 2035.

The renewable sources driving Tokyu trains include

hydropower, geothermal-power, wind power, and solar

power, according to Tokyo Electric Power Co., the utility

that provides the electricity and tracks its energy

sourcing.

Tokyu has more than 64 miles of railway tracks serving

2.2 million people a day, including commuting

“salarymen” and “salarywomen” and schoolchildren in

uniforms.

Since the nuclear disaster in Fukushima, when a

tsunami set off by a massive earthquake sent three

reactors into meltdowns, Japan has shut down most of its

nuclear plants and ramped up use of coal-fired power

plants.

The country aims to have between 36% and 38% of its

energy come from renewable sources by 2030, while

slashing overall energy use.

Tokyu Railways has sought to publicize its effort with

posters and YouTube clips.

Still, Ryuichi Yagi, who heads his own company that

used to make neckties but has switched to wallets

appeared surprised to learn he was riding on a “green

train.”

“I had no idea,” he said.

Yagi switched his business because of Japan’s “cool biz”

movement. It encourages male office workers to doff their

suits for open-necked short-sleeve shirts to conserve

energy by keeping air conditioning to a minimum in hot

summer months.

In a sense, he said, “I lead a very green life.”

Welcome Home!

Knights of Pythias Active

Retirement Center
3409 Main Street Vancouver, WA 98663

Phone: (360) 696-4375

Website: www.koprc.com

Options for seniors 62 +

and under 62 with disability

Subsidized and affordable Private Pay Rates

Call or e-mail for more information:

(360) 696-4375 or lori@koprc.com

We offer options for a lunch meal,

housekeeping and laundry.

Centrally located in uptown Vancouver, WA

“You can totally transform the way

that you react to pandemics, treat

patients, and do things like home

healthcare delivery,” Zipline chief

executive Keller Rinaudo told The

Associated Press.

Although drones have been used in

Japan for photography and aerial

exhibitions, such as the Tokyo

Olympics last year, they’re not in

wide use, especially in urban areas

because of regulations. It remains to

be seen if Zipline’s healthcare service

will help win over skeptics.

Rinaudo was optimistic the tech-

nology will be accepted in a nation

known for robotics prowess, which

has a large elderly population but

needs better healthcare in isolated

areas. Medical services are the focus

because “there was a real moral

imperative to get that right first,” he

said.

“Communities will deeply under-

stand the value of the service. And it

was also easier to get regulators

comfortable with what we were doing

when every flight was potentially

saving a human life,” Rinaudo said.

By delivering medicine precisely,

the service helps reduce stockpiles

and, potentially, waste. The zero-

emission quiet flights can go as far as

186 miles and are inexpensive com-

pared to other modes of transport,

according to Zipline, based in South

San Francisco, California.

The coronavirus pandemic has

made deliveries of vaccines more

pressing than ever, Rinaudo said.

Blood supplies, insulin, and cancer

treatment have already been

delivered with Zipline drones.

A subsidiary called Sora-iina will

carry out the operations, managing a

distribution center and flight services

from Fukue Port on Goto Islands. It’s

the first distribution center in Asia,

and 14th in the world to operate

Zipline’s “autonomous instant logis-

tics” technology. Three major Japa-

nese distributors of pharmaceuticals

have agreed to be partners.

U.S. drone company Zipline starts delivering medicine in Japan

Continued from page 2
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Scholar uses trash as treasure to study life in North Korea
By Hyung-Jin Kim

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — When the

waves wash trash onto the beaches

of frontline South Korean islands,

Kang Dong Wan can often be found

hunting for what he calls his “treasure” —

rubbish from North Korea that provides a

peek into a place that’s shut down to most

outsiders.

“This can be very important material

because we can learn what products are

manufactured in North Korea and what

goods people use there,” Kang, 48, a

professor at South Korea’s Dong-A

University, told The Associated Press in a

recent interview.

He was forced to turn to the delicate

information-gathering method because

COVID-19 has made it much harder for

outsiders to find out what’s going on inside

North Korea, one of the world’s most

cloistered nations, even without pandemic

border closures.

The variety, amount, and increasing

sophistication of the trash, he believes,

confirms North Korean state media

reports that leader Kim Jong Un is

pushing for the production of various kinds

of consumer goods and a bigger industrial

design sector to meet the demands of his

people and improve their livelihoods.

Kim, despite his authoritarian rule,

cannot ignore the tastes of consumers who

now buy products at capitalist-style

markets because the country’s socialist

public rationing system is broken and its

economic woes have worsened during the

pandemic.

“Current North Korean residents are a

generation of people who’ve come to realize

what the market and economy are. Kim

can’t win their support if he only

suppresses and controls them while

sticking to a nuclear development

program,” Kang said. “He needs to show

there are some changes in his era.”

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Kang

regularly visited Chinese border towns to

meet North Koreans staying there. He also

bought North Korean products and photo-

graphed North Korean villages across the

river border. He can’t go there anymore,

however, because China’s anti-virus

restrictions limit foreign travellers.

Since September 2020, Kang has visited

five South Korean border islands off the

country’s west coast and collected about

2,000 pieces of North Korean trash

including snack bags, juice pouches, candy

wrappers, and drink bottles.

Kang said he was amazed to see dozens

of different kinds of colorful packaging

materials, each for certain products like

seasonings, ice cream bars, snack cakes,

and milk and yogurt products. Many carry

a variety of graphic elements, cartoon

characters, and lettering fonts. Some still

can seem out of date by western standards

and are apparent copycats of South

Korean and Japanese designs.

Kang recently published a book based on

his work titled Picking up North Korean

Trash on the Five West Sea Islands. He

said he’s now also started to scour eastern

South Korean frontline beaches.

Other experts study the diversity of

goods and packaging designs in North

Korea through state media broadcasts and

publications, but Kang’s trash collection

allows a more thorough analysis, said Ahn

Kyung-su, head of dprkhealth.org, a

website focusing on health issues in North

Korea.

Kang’s work also opens up a fascinating

window into North Korea.

Ingredient information on some juice

pouches, for instance, shows North Korea

uses tree leaves as a sugar substitute.

Kang suspects that’s because of a lack of

sugar and sugar-processing equipment.

He said the discovery of more than 30

kinds of artificial flavor enhancer packets

could mean that North Korean households

cannot afford more expensive natural

ingredients like meat and fish to cook

Korean soups and stews. Many South

Koreans have stopped using them at home

over health concerns.

Plastic bags for detergents have phrases

like “the friend of housewives” or

“accommodating women.” Because the

assumption is that only women do such

work, it could be a reflection of the low

status of women in male-dominated North

Korean society.

Some wrappers display extremely

exaggerated claims. One says that a

walnut-flavored snack cake is a better

source of protein than meat. Another says

that collagen ice cream makes children

grow taller and enhances skin elasticity.

And yet another claims that a snack cake

made with a certain kind of microalgae

prevents diabetes, heart disease, and

aging.

Kang has been unable to verify the

quality of former contents inside his trash.

North Korean snacks and cookies have

generally become much softer and tastier

in recent years, though their quality still

lags behind that of South Korea’s

internationally competitive products,

according to Jeon Young-sun, a research

professor at Seoul’s Konkuk University.

Noh Hyun-jeong, a North Korean

defector, said she was “ecstatic” about the

South Korean bread and cakes that she ate

after her arrival here in 2007. She said the

confectionaries and candies she had in the

North were often bitter and “as hard as a

rock.”

Kang Mi-Jin, another defector who runs

a company analyzing North Korea’s

economy, said that when she had South

Koreans try new North Korean cookies

and candies in blind taste tests, they

thought they were South Korean. But Ahn,

the website head, said the North Korean

cookie he obtained in 2019 was “tasteless.”

Kang said his trash collection is an

attempt to better understand the North

Korean people and study how to bridge the

gap between the divided Koreas in the

event of future unification.

In 2019, Kang said he was denied entry

at Shanghai’s airport, apparently because

of his earlier, mostly unauthorized work

along the China-North Korea border.

During a previous period of inter-Korean

detente that ended in 2008, Kang said he

visited North Korea more than 10 times

but could only buy limited goods that

didn’t help him understand the country.

Picking up trash on the islands, about

2.5 to 12 miles from North Korean

territory, is a tough job. He most often

visits Yeonpyeong, an island shelled by

North Korea in an attack that killed four

South Koreans in 2010.

On some trips, South Korean marines

quizzed Kang because residents who saw

him collecting trash thought he was doing

something suspicious. He was sometimes

stranded when ferry services were can-

celled because of bad weather. Kang said

he occasionally cried in frustration on the

beach when he failed to find North Korean

trash or received calls from acquaintances

jeering or doubting his work.

“But I was heartened after collecting

more and more trash ... and I determined

that I must find out how many goods are in

a country where we can’t go and what we

can find from that trash,” Kang said.

“When the wind blew and the waves ran

high, something always washed ashore

and I was so happy because I could find

something new.”

Kim gives North Korea’s most famous newscaster a luxury home
By Hyung-Jin Kim

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — Ri Chun Hi,

North Korea’s most famous state

TV anchor, has announced major

events for decades, including nuclear and

missile tests and the death of a leader,

with an instantly identifiable, passionate

voice.

The anchor, dubbed the “pink lady”

abroad for her bright traditional Korean

attire, became the topic of official North

Korean media herself after leader Kim

Jong Un gave her a luxurious residence

and asked her to continue to serve as the

voice of his ruling Workers’ Party.

Experts say Kim is providing special

treatment to elite North Koreans to boost

their loyalty as he grapples with the

pandemic, a troubled economy, and a

stalemate in nuclear diplomacy with the

United States.

“(Kim) said it is the sincerity of the party

that it would spare nothing for a national

treasure like her, who has worked as a

revolutionary announcer for the party for

more than 50 years since her girlhood,” the

official Korean Central News Agency

(KCNA) said. Kim expressed his

“expectation that she would as ever

vigorously continue her work in good

health as befitting a spokeswoman for the

party.”

Kim met Ri, who is about 79, after

inaugurating a newly built riverside

terraced residential district in Pyongyang,

the capital, KCNA said. It said houses in

the district were presented to Ri and other

people who have given distinguished

service to the state.

North Korea often inaugurates

construction projects to mark key state

anniversaries. Friday, April 15 was the

110th birthday of Kim’s late grandfather,

state founder Kim Il Sung. It’s the most

important anniversary in North Korea,

which has been ruled by three generations

of the Kim family since its founding in

1948. The new housing area is where Kim

Il Sung’s official residence was located

until the 1970s.

Pyongyang is North Korea’s showcase

city, and its elite residents enjoy relatively

affluent lives compared with people in

remote rural areas where many still suffer

from poverty and malnutrition. A majority

of North Koreans who have fled the

country in the past two decades have come

from its northern regions close to the

border with China.

“By giving houses to those who have

been faithful to him, Kim Jong Un would

want to further bolster their loyalty and

internal unity,” said Moon Seong Mook, an

analyst with the Seoul-based Korea

Research Institute for National Strategy.

“Ri Chun Hi is a clear example of such

people as she’s strongly propagated his

nuclear and missile tests and served as a

sort of bugler for him.”

Kim toured Ri’s house with her and held

her hand as they descended the stairs. Ri

said she felt her new house is like a hotel

and that all her family members “stayed

up all night in tears of deep gratitude for

the party’s benevolence,” according to

KCNA. Ri later used her trademark

over-the-top speaking technique to

narrate a state TV video of Kim showing

her the house.

Ri joined state TV in the early 1970s

when the country was still governed by

Kim Il Sung, and she has gradually

become the face and voice of the country’s

propaganda-driven news broadcasts.

Her close ties to Kim were shown last

year at a government foundation anniver-

sary ceremony when she watched from an

elevated veranda right next to Kim, and at

one point put her hand on his shoulder and

whispered to him. At another event, she

was the first person to shake Kim’s hand

before holding his arm and posing for a

group photo.

Moon, the analyst, said Ri receives cabi-

net member-level treatment at home, ap-

pears healthy, and is expected to continue

to handle key televised announcements for

at least the next few years.

Ri’s passionate, effusive style has

sometimes generated laughter in other

countries. In 2011, a Taiwanese TV station

apologized after one of its newsreaders

mimicked the tone Ri used when she

announced the death of Kim’s father, Kim

Jong Il.

Since inheriting power upon his father’s

death, Kim Jong Un, 38, has led North

Korea with absolute authority. But he is

facing one of the toughest moments of his

rule after the coronavirus pandemic

shocked an economy already in dire shape

from mismanagement and U.S.-led

sanctions. Analysts say recent missile

tests were meant to advance his weapons

arsenal and pressure the U.S. into

recognizing North Korea as a nuclear state

and relaxing international sanctions.

TREASURE TROVE OF TRASH. Kang Dong
Wan, 48, a professor at South Korea’s Dong-A Univer-
sity, speaks about trash from North Korea during an
interview in Seoul, South Korea on April 4, 2022. Kang
has turned to a different way of collecting information
about secretive North Korea as pandemic restrictions
made it harder for outsiders to find out what life is like
for North Koreans. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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Ukrainian opera singer in Japan prays for peace in melody
By Yuri Kageyama

The Associated Press

TOKYO — The Ukrainian song has

no words.

When Oksana Stepanyuk, an

award-winning soprano with The Japan

Opera Foundation, performs “Melody,”

composed by Myroslav Skoryk, her voice

turns into a wail of mourning, a pensive

but piercing prayer for her homeland.

“It’s like I’m crying through the melody

for people who are already in heaven,” she

said.

Stepanyuk, who has been singing in

Japan for two decades, dedicated her latest

series of concerts to peace.

Admission was free. But the packed

crowd, who gave a standing ovation, was

stuffing bills into the blue and yellow boxes

at the door, collecting donations for water,

food, and medicine for Ukraine.

“Music has no borders. I don’t have to

say any words. Music will save this world,”

Stepanyuk said backstage at Kokubunji

Izumi Hall in Tokyo recently.

Stepanyuk, a graduate of the Pyotr

Tchaikovsky National Music Academy of

Ukraine and officially named “Merited

Artist of Ukraine,” is probably the most

famous Ukrainian in Japan.

“My voice I think is a gift from god. I feel

on the stage that I have to give back to the

audience everything that I have, my

talent, my voice, my soul, my heart, and

through my music they can feel what I am

feeling,” said Stepanyuk.

Japan feels far away from the brutalities

raging in Ukraine. It has accepted about

400 war-displaced Ukrainians since the

Russian invasion in late February.

Before that, Ukrainians residing in

Japan totalled about 1,800 people — only a

handful of them artists — and a fraction of

the more than 53,000 Americans who live

there.

At each concert, Stepanyuk brings the

spirit of Ukraine, loud and clear and

several octaves high as a lyric coloratura

soprano, a kind of voice characterized by

extreme agility and flexibility.

The composition by Skoryk that she

performs is such a signature of Ukraine

that it played as the orchestral score when

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy delivered

his video message in March to the U.S.

Congress.

Besides singing a lovely rendition of

Puccini’s aria, “Oh My Beloved Papa,”

Stepanyuk plays a 63-string bandura — a

Ukrainian instrument that resembles a

harp and banjo combined.

When she sang the national anthem of

Ukraine, minister-counsellor Oleksandr

Semeniuk and two other embassy officials

in the front row stood up, their hands to

their hearts.

“We are a peaceful country. We have a

beautiful land.” she said, stressing she has

never felt prouder of being Ukrainian.

Stepanyuk was later joined by Japanese

tenor Masafumi Akikawa in a duet of Nino

Rota’s “Love Theme” for the 1968 film

“Romeo and Juliet,” directed by Franco

Zeffirelli.

“Having fun at this concert will help lead

to peace,” Akikawa said from the stage.

Pacifism lies strong in Japan, a nation

devastated by World War II, including the

atomic bombings of Hiroshima and

Nagasaki. Unsurprisingly, Japanese have

shown an outpouring of empathy for

Ukraine.

Akiko Ito, a retired teacher, was choking

on her words after the concert, noting her

heart literally ached from helplessness.

“All I can do is pray. But I felt from the

bottom of my heart that I want all our

thoughts to come together here to relay to

Ukraine,” she said.

Stepanyuk ended up living in Japan

almost by accident, having also been

offered a job in her 20s in Italy. But she

chose to work in Japan, where she became

an instant hit, performing in operas and

concerts before prime ministers. She used

to win awards. Now, she judges competi-

tions. She is also in demand as a teacher.

Her Ukrainian husband, who proposed

22 years ago, just three days after he heard

her sing, is constantly by her side. The gold

wristwatch he gave her then still tells the

correct time, she said with a smile.

Their two children, 13 and 6, attend

Japanese schools and are so far more

interested in karate than in singing. Her

favorite Japanese food is sushi and unagi,

or eel, which she vows gives her all the

stamina an opera singer needs.

Still, she worries about her parents and

her younger sister back in Ukraine. They

talk every day. Her parents remain

fiercely loyal to Ukraine, she said.

She quoted her mother as telling her,

“We are waiting for the victory. And then

please come and we drink champagne.”

Concert attendee Hiroshi Kubota,

decked in a yellow shirt and blue sweater

in support of Ukraine, said he was deeply

moved.

“I clearly felt her message of trying to

address the horrors of what’s happening

with prayer and song,” he said.

careoregon.org/connect-to-care connect to care

If you’re facing one of these situations, you’re not alone. We can help.

Feel like you don’t 
have the time 

to get help

Feeling 
overwhelmed

Not sure you’ll find 
the right counselor

Struggle to handle 
parenting, work 

and more

Have a hard time 
getting out of bed

Take care of your  
mental health 
The last two years have been stressful, to say the least. It’s important that you get the care you 
need. With CareOregon, mental health care is fully covered, including counseling, therapy and 
medication. These services are offered at no cost to our members. 

Call your mental health care 
provider to schedule an 
appointment today. Many 
providers have phone and 
video appointment options.  
Or, if you need help finding 
one, contact CareOregon 
Customer Service. 
Reach us 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday at  
503-416-4100, 800-224-4840  
or TTY 711.    

PRAYERS FOR PEACE. Oksana Stepanyuk, a
Ukrainian soprano opera singer living in a Tokyo sub-
urb, sings whlie playing bandura during a charity con-
cert in Kokubunji, west of Tokyo, on April 14, 2022.
Stepanyuk, who has been singing in Japan for two
decades, dedicated her latest series of concerts to
peace. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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A case of
curious stares

Has anyone ever written a humor column

about having seizures during COVID?

Well, it looks like I’m about to try.

On top of the shared experience all of us have felt

during this pandemic, I dealt with a personal health

scare of my own. During one of the worst waves of

the coronavirus, I suffered a few

seizures. Thankfully, it had nothing

to do with COVID-19.

I’m doing fine now and am taking

medication for the seizures. At the

time, I decided to just get back in

shape since many of us were already

quarantined.

Before I go any further, I would be

remiss if I didn’t acknowledge that

the person who suffered the most during my scare

wasn’t me, but my wife Maya. She was the one who

witnessed what I went through, and she was the one

who made snap judgements on my behalf. Seizures

can be very serious, and perhaps the only benefit of

having one was that I really wasn’t present to

experience it.

After a few weeks of recovery, when I felt things

were getting back to normal, I had a telephone

appointment with my neurologist. Maya insists on

being on these calls because, well, that’s just the

nature of our relationship.

After discussing how the medication was working

(which was all good), we finished up with the one

question I had. Below is a summary of that

discussion with the doctor:

Me: Doctor, I’m a pretty regular tennis player and

I haven’t played since this thing happened. Do you

think I can start playing again?

Doctor: Yes! I don’t have any problem with you

playing tennis again.

Maya (in a very stern voice): Doctor, you don’t

understand. The way he plays tennis is ridiculous.

He absolutely hates to lose and he’ll kill himself out

there.

Me: Doctor, I think she’s editorializing a little

here ...

Doctor: (Sounds of laughter.)

Maya: He’s just crazy out there. He really hates to

lose and he’ll do anything when he’s out there. Are

you sure he should be playing? He thinks he’s

Rambo when he’s out there!!

To be honest, Maya didn’t actually mention

Rambo in the conversation, but it felt like she did. At

the time, I was thinking, “Well, who likes to lose?”

Let me add that I love my wife. She is my hero. My

only concern was that she wouldn’t let me be

involved in the next telephone appointment with

my doctor.

So I get the green light from the doctor to play

tennis again. And most importantly, I get the green

light from Maya as well.

As things began to return to normal for me, I

gradually noticed that my friends were asking how I

was doing. That’s normal enough, but

there were a lot of questions (and

curious stares), so I wondered if there

was something else going on. I soon

found out that Maya had been

updating our friends on my condition.

Here’s the thing. Maya is from

Taiwan, and as a matter of fact, while

English is her second language, her

English is really, really good. Her

conversational English is amazing also. The bottom

line is that her English is terrific.

Still, there are some nuances to English that even

the best of us might miss, especially if it isn’t one’s

first language.

When I had the seizures, the neurologist ex-

plained to Maya and the family what was going on.

Seizures can be very serious, even life threatening.

When Maya told me about some of her conver-

sations with friends, she said she told them that

because of the seizures, “Wayne has brain damage.”

At that point, I said to Maya, “I don’t think you

should be telling our friends that I have brain

damage!” She replied, “Well, sometimes you get in a

bad mood and you’ve been forgetting things.”

I said, “Sometimes I get in a bad mood because

we’re stuck at home and we can’t go anywhere

because of COVID. And while it’s true that I

sometimes forget people’s names (which I do), I was

doing that before the seizures! That is not the same

as having brain damage!”

I have no idea how many people Maya told that I

have brain damage, but I thought I should put out a

blanket statement that:

1) I am doing fine and getting in good shape, and

2) As far as I can tell, I don’t have brain damage.

Thanks for your attention. (By the way, I double-

checked all the grammar and spelling in this

column twice just so I don’t inadvertently confirm

anyone’s suspicions that Maya might be on to

something.)

Upon seeing that I took umbrage to Maya’s

characterization of my situation, she decided we

needed to talk. She asked, “Well, what should I call

it if it’s not ‘brain damage?’ ‘Brain trauma?’”

I said, “Why do we have to call it anything?”

Humor writer Wayne Chan lives in the San Diego area;
cartoonist Wayne Chan is based in the Bay Area.
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Korean-American female pastors push back against patriarchy
By Deepa Bharath

The Associated Press

When the Rev. Kyunglim Shin Lee

was ordained in 1988, it angered

her in-laws for contravening

long-held Korean cultural values

subordinating women’s roles in society.

Even her husband, a pastor, told her he

understood intellectually “but his heart

couldn’t accept it.”

Those reactions broke Lee’s heart — and

steeled her resolve. Today she is vice

president for international relations at

Wesley Theological Seminary in

Washington, D.C.; has travelled to 60

countries as the seminary’s ambassador;

and once served as interim lead pastor at a

Korean-American church for 11 months.

Along the journey, she visualized herself

as a speeding train.

“People would either have to get in for

the ride, or step out of the way,” she said.

“Once I became convinced that god can use

me, no one or nothing could stop me.”

Lee’s success story is rare in the realm of

Korean-American churches, where women

are seldom seen in the pulpits. In a time

when women make up about 20% of

Protestant pastors in the United States,

Korean-American female pastors still

struggle to gain acceptance in their home

churches and often end up assuming

leadership roles elsewhere.

Women like Lee who have broken

barriers in these spaces remain

pessimistic about the pace of change and

are concerned by the resilience of

patriarchal attitudes even among second-

and third-generation Korean Americans.

More representation on church elder

boards and in the pulpit is needed to

promote equality and provide role models

for younger women considering ministry,

they say, but bringing about such a

cultural shift has proved a formidable

challenge.

Gender equality in Korean-American

churches lags well behind congregations in

South Korea, according to the Rev. Young

Lee Hertig, executive director of Innova-

tive Space for Asian-American Christiani-

ty, which supports Asian-American

women in ministry. There are more female

lead pastors in South Korea, she said,

“because culture changes faster when it is

mainstream.”

“Korean-American churches are the

most patriarchal among Asian-American

churches. ... Things should have changed

by now, but they haven’t,” Hertig said.

Male dominance in traditional Korean

society has roots in Confucianism from

centuries ago, when women were subject

to the authority of their husbands and

fathers and in many ways barred from

participating in public life. Many

immigrants from Korea still hold such

notions, and churches especially have been

slow to embrace equality, said Grace

Ji-Sun Kim, a theology professor at the

Earlham School of Religion in Indiana.

“It’s hard for Korean women to be

ministers because they are expected to be

obedient to men,” she said. “It’s difficult for

(Korean) men to listen to a woman who is

preaching because this idea of superiority

is embedded in their psyche.”

The Rev. Janette Ok, an associate

professor specializing in the New

Testament at Fuller Seminary and pastor

at Ekko Church, a nondenominational

congregation in Fullerton, California,

agreed that “representation matters.”

She was fortunate to have a role model

while growing up in the 1980s in Detroit,

where she saw a Korean woman leading

her church’s English-language service

every Sunday — but at the time didn’t

grasp how exceptional that was.

“I watched her give sacraments, give the

benediction. I still have this image of her in

a pastoral robe and stole,” Ok said.

“Without her example, I would’ve never

imagined I could become a pastor.”

That woman was the Rev. Mary Paik.

Now retired and living in Hawai‘i, Paik

said she was only hired as a last resort

because the male applicants’ English

wasn’t good enough. She received a “lot of

strange looks” as an unmarried,

30-year-old female pastor.

Male church elders were patronizing

and treated her like a daughter, while

some of the younger men flirted with her or

refused to acknowledge her. Many of the

older women seemed to find her presence

inconceivable.

“But some younger women were stand-

ing up a little straighter because I was

there,” Paik said. “They felt good about it.”

She has seen some progress. When the

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) started a

group in 1991 for female Korean-American

clergy in the denomination, there were just

18. Today there are 150.

“When I started this, I was alone,” Paik

said. “Now there are other women who talk

to each other, share their struggles with

one another. As long as we do it together,

it’s bearable. And we do it not because it’s

easy or hard, but because it’s a calling.”

But Ok said that while there are more of

them in ministry now, most end up serving

in mainline or multiethnic congregations

rather than Korean-American churches.

“There is this sense that I love my home

church and I don’t want to abandon my

home community,” she said. “But they

don’t affirm me as a leader. It’s

heartbreaking.”

Ok’s own church is largely Asian

American, but not specifically Korean.

Several years ago she served as interim

lead pastor for nine months.

“I was afraid people would leave because

I’m a woman, but they didn’t,” she said.

“That was very encouraging. Change

doesn’t happen overnight. You have to

create pathways and pipelines.”

Soo Ji Alvarez is in a similar situation.

After growing up in a conservative Korean

immigrant church in Vancouver, British

Columbia, that had no female pastors,

today she is lead pastor of The Avenue

Church, a multiethnic Free Baptist

congregation in Riverside, California.

The move away from her home church

was not intentional but happened

organically, she said, and she embraces

her pastoral position as a role model.

“It’s a big deal for me (as a woman of

Korean descent) to lead a congregation,”

she said. “I hope I can help pave the way for

others so they know it’s possible. Ministry

should be like any other career — your

ethnicity or gender should not affect your

chances.”

As for the pastors’ male counterparts in

Korean-American churches, Kim, for one,

expressed anger that so many stay silent

on the issue: “They feel like fighting social

justice issues shouldn’t be the church’s

business. But to me it is god’s work. It’s

important, necessary work.”

But Lee, whose ordination was

objectionable to her family, said it pleases

her to see some male pastors welcome

women to the pulpit — as her husband

eventually did.

The Rev. John Park, who leads Numa

Church in Buena Park, California, is one

male pastor who embraces such allyship.

He called on men to consciously work to

empower women, citing scripture in the

words of the Apostle Paul: “There is

neither Jew nor Gentile, slave nor free,

male nor female, for you are all one in

Christ Jesus.”

“The Bible is clear on the issue of

equality,” Park said. “But this is an

internal battle in our community. We’re

fighting our own past.”

Associated Press religion coverage receives
support through The AP’s collaboration with The

Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment
Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.

PATRIARCHY PUSHBACK. The Rev. Kyung-
lim Shin Lee, vice president for international relations
at the Wesley Theological Seminary, poses for a por-
trait on March 10, 2022 in the chapel of the seminary
in Washington. When Lee was ordained in 1988, it an-
gered her in-laws for contravening long-held Korean
cultural values subordinating women’s roles in society.
Even her husband, a pastor, told her he understood
intellectually “but his heart couldn’t accept it.”
(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)

Alexander Wang returns to runway after sexual assault claims
By Jonathan Landrum Jr.

AP Entertainment Writer

LOS ANGELES — After taking a

break amid sexual assault allega-

tions, fashion designer Alexander

Wang’s comeback to the runway was

greeted with adoration during his highly

anticipated show in Los Angeles.

Some shouted “This is amazing!” and “I

love it!” while others cheered on Wang’s

50-look collection for his “Fortune City”

runway show that celebrated Asian-

American culture in the historic China-

town area.

Wang held his first show since 2019, just

before several people accused him of

sexual assault and drugging male and

transgender models.

Wang initially denied the allegations —

which first came in late 2020 — calling

them “baseless.” Last year, he said in a

statement that he disagreed with some of

the accuser’s details adding he would “set a

better example” as a public figure. A

lawyer for the alleged victims later said

Wang had met the accusers, saying, “We

acknowledge Mr. Wang’s apology and we

are moving forward.”

The accusations tarnished Wang’s

brand, but did not fully cripple it —

especially in China. He still dressed

popular figures like Rihanna and Julia Fox

while releasing a recent campaign with

Lucy Liu. His brand is still being carried in

some major retailers.

The evening event had the support of

800 invitees who lined up to enter Wang’s

show, where a red floodlight covered the

Central Plaza area. It was a splashy event

with stars like Kimora Lee Simmons and

Lisa Rinna sitting in the front row while

others such as rappers Gunna and Coi

Leray, actor Harry Hamlin, K-pop singer

CL, and model Behtai Prinsloo-Levine

watched the 15-minute show.

Wang incorporated models with

different ethnic backgrounds and sizes —

including a pregnant Adriana Lima who

received most of the applause for prancing

down the runway with her exposed baby

bump. The models sported a variety of

pieces with shades of indigo and brown,

denim and leather coats, red velour sweat

suit, heavy wools shrunken into bike

shorts, crop tops, and oversized wool coats.

Once the show finished, Wang ran onto

the stage with a big smile, waved at

attendees — who were mostly dressed in

all black — before he darted backstage.

The show closed out with a heavy dose of

red-colored confetti cascading over

everyone, creating a party atmosphere —

especially for those who attended the

Asian night party that featured a market

with local food vendors.

In the market, Wang had cameras

following him the whole time. He had

numerous people who greeted him with

handshakes, hugs, and lauded him for his

work.

“FORTUNE CITY.” Models walk the runway
at fashion designer Alexander Wang’s “Fortune City”
runway show and party celebrating Asian-American
culture, on April 19, 2022, in Los Angeles. (AP
Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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Chess helps Afghan refugee students adjust to life in N.C.
By T. Keung Hui

The News & Observer

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Some

children who escaped the Taliban

regime in Afghanistan are now

learning to play chess to help them adjust

to life in Raleigh.

Stough Elementary School in Raleigh

has been the educational home for some of

the 1,200 people being relocated from

Afghanistan to North Carolina.

On April 1, the school day at Stough for

those refugee students included a virtual

chess lesson in Farsi from international

grandmaster Elshan Moradiabadi and a

chance to play the game.

“It’s just been really amazing to watch

and see their growth and development

since they’ve been here the last few weeks

and months,” Stough principal Chris Cox

said in an interview. “Obviously in a new

place at a new time where things are

probably feeling very foreign to them, this

is something that really gives them a little

bit of familiarity with something that they

love as simple as a game of chess.”

Thousands of Afghans who worked for

the U.S. government and military have

fled the country since the Taliban retook

the nation last summer.

Afghan refugees relocate to N.C.

Charlotte, Raleigh, and Durham are

among six cities in North Carolina that are

accepting 1,200 refugees from Afghani-

stan, The News & Observer previously

reported.

At any given time, as many as 25 Afghan

refugees have attended Stough this school

year, according to Cox. He said the school

and community have come together to help

the new students.

Cindy Linton, Stough’s ESL teacher,

mentioned her work with the refugees to

her neighbor, Carol Meyer, executive

director of the U.S. Chess Federation.

What emerged is an effort to help teach the

students chess as part of their efforts to

learn English.

Meyer reached out to Moradiabadi, a

chess grandmaster who now lives in

Durham after having emigrated from Iran.

In addition to the chess lesson, Meyer

provided each student with their own

chess set to keep.

“Being an immigrant, I’m one of the

fortunate ones,” Moradiabadi said in an

interview. “This is the best way to return to

immigrants. For me to do something with

kids, is not a question.”

Will the Taliban ban chess again?

Before the Taliban fell in 2001 to U.S.

military forces, it had banned chess. Meyer

and Moradiabadi say there is fear that the

new Taliban government will reinstitute a

ban on chess.

“The Taliban wanted people to be

devout,” Meyer said in an interview.

“Their worldview was shaped by being

devout Muslims, and something like chess

takes away from being a student of your

religion. So they banned chess, music,

many, many things.”

The chess knowledge varied among the

students, who played against one another,

Cox, Linton, and Meyer.

“The beautiful thing about chess is that

it’s a universal game,” Meyer said.

“Despite language barriers in this room,

the kids were able to learn how to move the

pieces and sit down and play a basic game

even though they may not have spoken the

same language as the person they were

playing against. We think it’s a great

unifier.”

What Cox said he’ll fondly remember

about that day is the “twinkle in their

eyes” as the students played chess.

“It was definitely great to see the kids

excited and that’s anything that any of us

as public educators would want to see is

kids engaged and excited to be here

learning each and every day,” Cox said.

UNIVERSAL GAME. Afghan refugee students at
Stough Elementary School learn how to play chess on
April 1, 2022 in Raleigh, North Carolina. Pictured
clockwise are U.S Chess Federation executive director
Carol Meyer, Stough ESL teacher Cindy Linton, and
students Ahmad, Sadiqullah, and Qudratullah. Stough
Elementary in Raleigh has been the educational home
for some of the 1,200 people being relocated from Af-
ghanistan to North Carolina. (Keung Hui/The News &

Observer via AP)

Experts say Asian population overcount masks community nuances
By Terry Tang and Mike Schneider

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Jennifer Chau was astonished when

the U.S. Census Bureau’s report card on how

accurately it counted the U.S. population in 2020

showed that Asian people were overcounted by the

highest rate of any race or ethnic group.

The director of an Asian-American advocacy group

thought thousands of people would be missed — outreach

activities had been scratched by the coronavirus

pandemic, and she and her staff feared widespread

language barriers and wariness of sharing information

with the government could hinder participation. They

also thought recent attacks against Asian Americans

could stir up fears within the Asian population, the

fastest-growing race or ethnic group in the U.S.

“I’m honestly shocked,” said Chau, director of the

Arizona Asian American Native Hawaiian and Pacific

Islander For Equity Coalition.

But Chau and other advocates and academics also

believe the overcounting of the Asian population by 2.6%

in the once-a-decade U.S. head count may not be all that it

seems on the surface. They say it likely masks great

variation in who was counted among different Asian

communities in the U.S. They also believe it could signal

that biracial and multiracial residents identified as Asian

in larger numbers than in the past.

The specifics are difficult to determine because all

Asian communities are grouped together under the same

race category in the census. This conceals the wide variety

of income, education, and health backgrounds between

subgroups and tends to blur characteristics unique to

certain communities, some advocates said. It may also

perpetuate the “model minority” myth of Asians being

affluent and well-educated.

“Asian Americans have the largest income inequality

than any other racial groups in the U.S. and the overall

overcount likely masks the experiences of Asian ethnic

groups who were more vulnerable to being undercounted,”

said Aggie Yellow Horse, an assistant professor of Asian

Pacific American Studies at Arizona State University.

Almost four dozen U.S. House members have asked the

Census Bureau to break down the accuracy of the count of

Asian residents by subgroups. Asians in the U.S. trace

their roots to more than 20 countries, with China and

India having the largest representation. But the bureau

has no plans to do so, at least not in the immediate future.

“To really see how the Asian-American community

fared, you need lower level geography to understand if

there was an undercount or if certain communities fared

better than others,” said Terry Ao Minnis, senior director

of census and voting programs at Asian Americans

Advancing Justice.

Asians were overcounted by a higher rate than any

other group. White residents who aren’t Hispanic were

overcounted by 0.6%. The Black population was

undercounted by 3.3%, those who identified as some other

race had a 4.3% undercount, almost 5% of the Hispanic

population was missed, and more than 5.6% of American

Indians living on reservations were undercounted.

Civil rights leaders blamed the undercounts on hurdles

created by the pandemic and political interference by

then-President Donald Trump’s administration, which

tried unsuccessfully to add a citizenship question to the

census form and cut field operations short.

The census not only is used for determining how many

congressional seats each state gets and for redrawing

political districts; it helps determine how $1.5 trillion a

year in federal funding is allocated. Overcounts, which are

revealed through a survey the bureau conducts apart from

the census, occur when people are counted twice, such as

college students being counted on campus and at their

parents’ homes.

In the 2020 census, 19.9 million residents identified as

“Asian alone,” a 35% increase from 2010. Another 4.1

million residents identified as Asian in combination with

another race group, a 55% jump from 2010. Asians now

make up more than 7% of the U.S. population.

Some of the growth by Asians in the 2020 census may be

rooted in the fluidity of how some people, particularly

those who are biracial or multiracial, report their identity

on the census form, said Paul Ong, a professor emeritus of

urban planning and Asian-American studies at UCLA.

“People change their identity from one survey to

another, and this is much more prevalent among those

who are multiracial or biracial,” Ong said.

Lan Hoang, a Vietnamese-American woman who works

at the same coalition as Chau, listed her three young

children as Asian, as well as white and Hispanic to

represent her husband’s background. She used the census

as an opportunity to talk to them about the importance of

identity, even reading them a kids’ book about the head

count.

“It talks about how important it is that you let others

know that you’re here, this is who you represent,” Hoang

said. “When I filled out (the form), they were totally

surprised. ... ‘Yeah, you’re three different things in one.

You’re special.’”

Conversations about declaring one’s Asian background

are especially meaningful given the anti-Asian hate

brought on by the pandemic, Hoang added. Eight people,

including six women of Asian descent, were fatally shot

last year at Georgia massage businesses, and thousands

more attacks against Asians have happened across the

U.S. since 2020.

Such factors may have led some multiracial people who

ordinarily would have indicated on the census form that

they were white, Black, or some other race to instead

select Asian, Ong said.

“When that happens, people who are multiracial go in

two directions: They reject their minority identity or they

embrace it,” Ong said. “With the rise of anti-Asian

hostility, it forced some multiracial Asians to select a

single identity.”

Another factor that may have contributed to the Asian

overcount is the fact that young adult Asians were more

likely to be in college than other racial or ethnic groups:

58% compared to 42% or less for young adults of other race

or ethnic backgrounds. That may have led them to be

counted twice, on campuses and at their parents’ homes,

where they went after colleges and universities closed

because of the pandemic.

UCLA junior Lauren Chen spent most of her freshman

year back home in Mesa, Arizona, in 2020. Her father

included Chen on the household census form even though

Census Bureau rules said she should have been counted at

school. Chen has no idea if she was counted twice.

HARD # 55

4 2

8 7 4

3 1

3 8

2 8 5 1 3 4 7

9 6

7 2

5 2 6

8 5

Difficulty level: Hard #42874

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that the digits 1

through 9 appear one time each in every row, col-

umn, and 3x3 box.

Solution to
last issue’s

puzzle

Puzzle #53428 (Medium)

All solutions available at
<www.sudoku.com>.

8 7 6 1 9 5 3 4 2

4 9 5 8 3 2 1 7 6

1 3 2 6 4 7 8 9 5

7 4 8 3 2 6 5 1 9

9 2 3 5 8 1 4 6 7

6 5 1 4 7 9 2 3 8

2 6 4 7 5 3 9 8 1

3 1 9 2 6 8 7 5 4

5 8 7 9 1 4 6 2 3

Continued on page 9
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Pandas devour ice cake to celebrate 50 years at National Zoo
By Ashraf Khalil

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The “cake” was

made from frozen fruit juice,

sweet potatoes, carrots, and

sugar cane and it lasted about 15 minutes

once giant panda mama Mei Xiang and her

cub Xiao Qi Ji got hold of it.

The National Zoo’s most famous tenants

had an enthusiastic breakfast in front of

adoring crowds as the zoo celebrated 50

years of its iconic panda exchange

agreement with the Chinese govern-

ment.

Xiao Qi Ji’s father Tian Tian largely sat

out the morning festivities, munching

bamboo in a neighboring enclosure with

the sounds of his chomping clearly audible

during a statement by Chinese

ambassador Qin Gang. The ambassador

praised the bears as “a symbol of the

friendship” between the nations.

Pandas are almost entirely solitary by

nature, and in the wild Tian Tian would

probably never even meet his child. He

received a similar cake for lunch.

In addition to hailing the 1972

agreement sparked by President Richard

Nixon’s landmark visit to China, the

celebration also highlighted the success of

the global giant panda breeding program,

which has helped bring the bears back

from the brink of extinction.

Xiao Qi Ji’s birth in August 2020 was

hailed as a near miracle, due to Mei

Xiang’s advanced age and the fact that zoo

staff performed the artificial insemination

procedure under tight restrictions shortly

after the COVID-19 pandemic shut the

entire zoo. At age 22, Mei Xiang was the

oldest giant panda to successfully give

birth in the United States.

Normally they would have used a

combination of frozen sperm and fresh

semen extracted from Tian Tian. But in

order to minimize the number of

close-quarters medical procedures, zoo

officials used only frozen semen.

“It was definitely a long-shot preg-

nancy,” said Bryan Amaral, the zoo’s

senior curator for mammals.

In honor of that long shot, the now

20-month-old cub was given a name that

translates as “little miracle.” His birth

mid-pandemic sparked a fresh wave of

panda-mania, with viewership on the zoo’s

panda-cam livestream spiking by 1,200

percent.

“I know how passionate people are about

pandas,” Amaral said. “I’m not surprised

by that passion at all.”

Sure enough, crowds started streaming

straight for the panda section at 8:00am

when the zoo opened. Sisters Lorelai and

Everley Greenwell, ages 6 and 5, ran

toward the enclosure chanting “Pandas!

Pandas!”

They watched the cub tumble around,

try to wrestle his mom, and tear the zero

off the giant 50 emblazoned on the ice cake.

“They knew this was coming,” their

mother, Kayleigh Greenwell of Mount

Ranier, Maryland, said of her girls. “We’ve

been talking about it all week.”

The zoo’s original 1972 panda pair,

Ling-Ling and Hsing-Hsing, were star

attractions at the zoo for decades, but

panda pregnancies are notoriously tricky

and none of their cubs survived.

Mei Xiang and Tian Tian arrived in

2000, and the pair has successfully birthed

three other cubs: Tai Shan, Bao Bao, and

Bei Bei — also by artificial insemination.

All were transported to China at age 4,

under terms of the zoo’s agreement with

the Chinese government.

Similar agreements with zoos around

the world have helped revitalize the giant

panda population. Down to just over 1,000

bears in the 1980s, the species has since

been removed from the lists of animals in

danger of extinction.

50 YEARS OF PANDA DIPLOMACY. Giant
panda Mei Xiang eats a fruitsicle cake in celebration
of 50 years of achievement by the Smithsonian’s Na-
tional Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute in the
care, conservation, breeding, and study of giant pan-
das at the Smithsonian’s National Zoo in Washington,
D.C. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)

Birth of endangered Hawaiian monk seal caught on camera
By Audrey McAvoy

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Images of a

Hawaiian monk seal being born

on an O‘ahu beach have been

captured on camera.

An employee of the state Department of

Land and Natural Resources shot video

and photos of the pup emerging from the

mother onto white sands last month.

“As soon as its (amniotic) sac burst, the

little one starting wiggling around,” Lesley

Macpherson, who works for the

department’s Division of State Parks, said

in a news release. The mother monk seal

checked on her pup by barking as the

newborn flapped its flippers.

Hawaiian monk seals are an

endangered species. There are only about

1,400 seals in the world. About

three-quarters of this total live in the

Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, a remote

string of small atolls northwest of Hawaii’s

populated islands. The rest, about 300

seals, live in the Main Hawaiian Islands

including O‘ahu and Maui.

The pup, named PO5, was one of two

baby seals born on O‘ahu in April. Officials

and volunteers will actively monitor the

moms and their pups until weaning in

about five to six weeks. After weaning,

officials will aim to tag the pups and may

apply temporary satellite transmitters to

the seals to help keep track of them.

Three other pups born on O‘ahu this

year died from complications related to

birth, the National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration said.

Ryan Jenkinson, who leads the state’s

protected species program, said it’s

important for people to stay outside roped

barriers set up to safeguard the mothers

and their pups. He urged people to keep

their dogs on leashes at all times.

Wisconsin woman
accused in scheme to

defraud Hmong investors
MILWAUKEE (AP) — A Wisconsin

woman is accused of leading a scheme to

bilk Hmong-American investors mostly

from Minnesota and Wisconsin of at least

$16.5 million.

A civil complaint filed by the Securities

and Exchange Commission (SEC) charged

Kay Yang, 40, of Mequon, of defrauding

about 70 investors between April 2017 and

April 2021. Her husband, Chao Yang, 47,

is charged as a secondary defendant for

improperly receiving proceeds of the fraud.

Investigators said the scheme operated

in six other states.

“Some of these investors do not speak

English as [their] first language, and some

of them were not sophisticated investors,”

the complaint said.

Authorities said Kay Yang spent about

$1.5 million on real estate, $790,000 on

living expenses, $585,000 on travel, and

$313,000 on luxury vehicles for her and

her husband, including a Lexus, Tesla, and

two BMWs. She had homes in Mequon,

Sheboygan, Saukville, as well as

Zimmerman, Minnesota.

The couple withdrew about $1.4 million

in investor funds, much of it from ATMs at

casinos in Milwaukee, Las Vegas, Atlantic

City, and elsewhere, the complaint said.

The SEC seeks to stop Yang and her

husband from working as investors and

force them to pay penalties and return

money to their investors with interest.

Court documents do not list an attorney

for the Yangs.

Baton Rouge International
School closing after 22 years

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — A small

private school in Baton Rouge is closing

after 22 years of operation, leaving parents

looking for a place to enroll their children

for next school year.

The Baton Rouge International School

blamed a coronavirus pandemic-related

drop in enrollment from which it never

recovered as a reason for the closing,

according to The Advocate. The school

offered a full multilingual immersion

program in English, Spanish, French, and

Chinese. It is part of a global network of 50

schools known as the International

Schools Partnership.

“It is ... with deep and heartfelt sadness

that I write to tell you that Baton Rouge

International School will permanently

close at the end of this school year,” read a

letter sent to parents last month.

The last day of classes is May 26. The

closure announcement was made after

most other private schools had already

enrolled students for next year.

“We’re stabbing in the dark hoping we

might get on a wait list,” said Dawn

DePorter-Kimmence, who has two

children at the school. She told the

newspaper she’s still hoping a benefactor

will save the school.

She said her children can communicate

in French and Spanish and also know some

Chinese. And she said the school provided

challenging lessons in regular subjects.

“You don’t get exposure to that every-

where,” she said. “It sets them up in life for

success that not everyone has access to.”

Enrollment at pre-K through

12th-grade school declined from 309

students in fall 2019 to 188 students in

February, according to the Louisiana

Department of Education.

Department of Consumer & Business Services

The Ombuds Office for Oregon Workers is the state office that serves as an

independent advocate for workers by helping them understand their rights,

protections, and responsibilities related to safety in the workplace and the

workers’ compensation system. Our services are free.

Ombuds Office for Oregon Workers
Who we are and what we do:

Ombuds for Oregon Workers

Call: (503) 378-3351 or 800-927-1271 (toll-free)

E-mail: oow.questions@dcbs.oregon.gov

Website: www.oregon.gov/DCBS/OOW

dcbs.oregon.gov

“UCLA was pretty swamped with trying

to figure out how to get people their

belongings. ... It was a very messy moment

and I don’t think I knew anyone that got

mail or anything like that,” Chen said.

“(The census) is definitely something that I

paid attention to, especially with the way

that my dad focused on it.”

Tang reported from Phoenix and is a member of
The Associated Press’ Race and Ethnicity team.
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Experts say Asian population
overcount masks community
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The Asian Reporter honors Asian Heritage

Month amid the continuing worldwide

coronavirus pandemic. During the past year,

people across the globe have endured waves of

the disease as the delta then omicron variants

spread in communities around the world. We

encourage those who are eligible for primary

and booster doses of the COVID-19 vaccines to

schedule an appointment or locate a drop-in

clinic. Please stay vigilant and informed of

new developments while taking appropriate

safety precautions to help keep all members of

our community safe and healthy.

In this special edition, we mark heritage

month with a look at the four weeks of cultural

performances, demonstrations, and interac-

tive activities offered by Portland’s Lan Su

Chinese Garden. Some of the featured

performers include Takohachi taiko, the

Vancouver Jasmine Dance Troupe, the

Cambodian Dance Troupe, and others.

The issue then highlights upcoming events

and featured content created by The

Immigrant Story, an organization that shares

the stories and experiences of community

members. Scheduled events include

storytelling, pan-Asian music, an exhibit, and

more.

The section continues with numerous pro-

grams, shows, and documentaries scheduled

to air during heritage month on Oregon Public

Broadcasting. Finally, our expanded events

calendar provides a monthlong guide to Asian

art, history, culture, and entertainment.

While celebrating heritage month, we are

also standing with our fellow Asian

Americans nationwide who have continued to

be the targets of unprovoked racial attacks

and hate crimes. Please remain alert, stay

safe, and look out for one another.

Celebrating Asian Heritage
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COVID-19 vaccines offer hope.
You can get a free vaccine that protects you 
against COVID-19.  

COVID-19 vaccines offer hope.
You can get a free vaccine that 
protects you against COVID-19.

If you are 65 or older:

 Call 503-988-8939 to get 
help scheduling an appointment 
at a vaccination clinic. 
Interpreters are available. 

 Call or check with your local 
pharmacy.

 Visit multco.us/covidvaccine 
for the latest on how and where 
to get a vaccine.

 COVID questions? Call 211 or 
1-866-698-6155 (TTY: dial 711)

Visit multco.us/covid19
for the latest updates

COVID-19 VACCINE

INFORMATION
To learn more about COVID-19

vaccinations, reach out to

https://vaccinefinder.org

Oregon

Call 211 or 1-866-698-6155

Visit covidvaccine.oregon.gov

Washington

Call (360) 236-4501 or 1-800-525-0127

Visit doh.wa.gov/coronavirus
Call about

&refinances purchases

Tu Phan

(503) 780-6872
<tu.phan@fairwaymc.com>

<www.LoansNow.com>

Branch Manager, NMLS #7916

12817 S.E. 93rd Ave.
Clackamas, OR 97015

Offering
FHA/VA/Conventional Mortgages

Copyright©2018 Fairway Independent Mortgage
Corporation. NMLS#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore Lane,

Madison, WI 53718, 1-877-699-0353. All rights
reserved. Fairway is not affiliated with any

government agencies. These materials are not
from HUD or FHA and were not approved by

HUD or a government agency. This is not an offer
to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will

qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject
to change without notice. All products are subject to

credit and property approval. Other restrictions
and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Lender.

Black Pearl Acupuncture

505 N.W. Ninth Ave., Portland, OR 97209

Sita Symonette
Licensed Acupuncturist

Call to schedule an appointment: (503) 308-9363

- Acute/Chronic Pain

- Treating & Preventing
- Stress Relief
- Headaches/Migraines

(i.e. neck, back,
sciatica & shoulder)

the flu and colds

Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine
are great for:

seasymonettea@gmail.comwww.blackpearlacupuncture.com
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Portland’s Lan Su Chinese

Garden is celebrating Asian

Heritage Month with four weeks

of performances and events. The

garden has partnered with more

than 20 local cultural organiza-

tions to present “Celebrate Our

Stories,” featuring family-

friendly demonstrations, cultural

performances, and interactive

activities.

Throughout the month of May,

visitors are invited to view the

intricacies and beauty of the

garden while also taking in the

“Celebrate Our Stories” program-

ming. Special events include:

Story sharing

Fridays — May 6, 13, 20 & 27

The garden in May is en-

couraging community members

to share their stories by stopping

by, engaging, listening, and

sharing stories in an informal

setting every Friday from 2:00 to

3:00pm.

Community Photo Board

May 6 to 31

When visiting the garden,

bring a copy of a family photo to

share on the Community Photo

Board. A basket of pens for notes

will also be available. The photo

board, which runs from May 6 to

31, is a self-standing activity that

will remain on display through

the end of the month during

regular hours.

Thread together

Saturdays — May 7, 14, 21 & 28

On Saturdays during heritage

month, Lan Su is offering a

special discount — $2 off adult

admission — to AAPI visitors

who come to the garden dressed

in their traditional clothing.

Cultural performances

Cultural performances are

scheduled every Saturday in

May. The diverse dance groups

represent traditions originating

in Japan, India, Cambodia, the

Philippines, and Polynesia,

among other countries.

Saturday, May 7

1:00pm: Portland Chinese

Dance Troupe

3:00pm: Teva Oriata

Polynesian dance troupe

Lan Su Chinese Garden to celebrate Asian heritage
with a month full of performances and events

Continued on page 16

Sharing Asian 
food with the 
Pacific Northwest 
for over 93 years.

Opening our doors in 1998, we share our love and 
knowledge of Asian food to the greater Portland 
area.  Discover aisles of Asian snacks, gifts, sake, 
live seafood and much more!

Your Asian food adventure awaits!  

10500 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy  •  Beaverton, OR
uwajimaya.com

TESTIFY AT THE PORTLAND

CHARTER COMMISSION MAY

PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE

THE NOVEMBER ELECTION
Sign up at

www.portland.gov/omf/charter-
review-commission

CharterReview@portlandoregon.gov

Order your FREE COVID-19
rapid tests. It’s simple & easy!

www.covidtests.gov
1-800-232-0233

CELEBRATING CULTURE. Portland’s Lan Su Chinese Garden is honoring Asian
heritage all month with performances and events. The garden has partnered with more
than 20 local cultural organizations to present “Celebrate Our Stories,” featuring fam-
ily-friendly demonstrations, cultural performances, and interactive activities throughout
the month of May. Pictured are performance groups Takohachi (left photo) and Ka Lei
Hali’a O Ka Lokelani (right photo). (Photos courtesy of Lan Su Chinese Garden)
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The Immigrant Story (TIS), in observance and celebra-

tion of Asian Heritage Month, is presenting events and

highlighting its work during the month of May. Featured

content includes an evening of music and live storytelling,

an exhibit, storytelling podcasts, and more.

“I Am an American Live”

“I Am an American Live” takes place Friday, May 6 from

7:00pm to 9:00pm at the Patricia Reser Center for the

Arts. The in-person event features pan-Asian music that

combines sounds from Asia with western harmonies

performed by local musicians trained in a variety of

traditions. The music, composed and arranged by Indian

film music composer Balamurali Balu, aims to represent

some of the many strands of Asian musical traditions and

showcase what the Asian community brings to America.

Speakers with roots from across Asia follow the

performance. The diverse storytellers will talk about their

lived experiences exploring what it means to belong in

America, even when being partially erased and, at times,

excluded. The stories seek to inform attendees about im-

portant aspects of our past, both as a state and nation, and

offer an opportunity for reflection on our collective history.

One of the featured storytellers is Liani Reeves, the first

Asian-American president of the Oregon State Bar. “As

international adoptees, our stories are often missing from

the immigration narrative,” Reeves said. “I am honored to

have the opportunity to tell my story as an involuntary

immigrant who has faced complex issues of identity and

belonging on the path to becoming an American.”

Admission to “I Am an American Live” is free. The

Patricia Reser Center for the Arts is located at 12625 S.W.

Crescent Street in Beaverton, Oregon. To reserve tickets,

please visit <https://secure.thereser.org/67/112>.

“I Am an American” exhibit

The “I Am an American: Stories of Exclusion and

Belonging” exhibit, which focuses on six Asian-American

women, is already open and available to view in northwest

Portland. It focuses on different facets of the Asian-

American experience, from the endurance of many layers

of adversity to the strength revealed by a person who has

decided precisely who to become.

To create the display, TIS teamed up with photographer

Jim Lommasson and his “What We Carried” project in

collaboration with conceptual artist Roberta Wong.

Wong, a veteran artist, grew up in Portland. Over

several decades, she has created thought-provoking

conceptual art focused on themes such as identity,

ethnicity, ritual, and transformation.

Lommasson’s work focuses on objects immigrants were

able to carry with them on their journeys. From the photo-

grapher’s images of the objects, participants provided

handwritten testimonies — stories, memories, poems,

drawings. The objects, portraits, and narratives connect

viewers with their thoughts, joys, and fears and shine a

light on different perspectives of the Asian experience.

The title of the exhibit was chosen to bring attention to

the 80 years since the U.S. federal government confiscated

property and sent more than 100,000 Japanese

Americans to internment camps in the early days of World

War II. The same phrase, “I Am an American,” has become

a rallying cry for all Asian Americans.

The “I Am an American” exhibit is on view Monday

through Friday from 10:00am to 6:00pm at PLACE,

located at 735 N.W. 18th Avenue in Portland. For more

information, visit <www.theimmigrantstory.org/

i-am-an-american-exhibition>. To schedule a viewing

appointment, e-mail <place@place.la>.

Website & podcast

The body of work created by TIS’s writers and content

creators is available online. The organization has shared

the stories of immigrants from six dozen countries, about

40 percent of whom were refugees, including 41 survivors

who faced genocide, the atrocities of war, and the

Holocaust. On October 29, 2021, the group published its

200th story.

Just a few of the many posts include “Exploring

Heritage Through Music,” about Keiko Araki; “Em-

The Immigrant Story highlights “I Am an American”
events and more during Asian Heritage Month

Where do you 
explore?
Access nature in all of its 
wonder. From our parks 
and natural areas, to your 
neighborhood or backyard. 
Enjoy these activities anywhere!

Parks and nature 
Arts and events 
Garbage and recycling
Land and transportation
Oregon Zoo

oregonmetro.gov/parks

DYNAMIC STORYTELLING. The Immigrant Story is presenting
events and highlighting its work in observance of Asian Heritage Month.
Pictured is Liani Reeves (left photo), the first Asian-American president of
the Oregon State Bar, whose story is told as part of “I Am an American.”
The photo to the right shows handwritten testimony by Reeves about the
object next to it — little pink pajamas worn by Reeves when she was an
orphan. (Photos courtesy of The Immigrant Story)

Continued on page 16



Oregon Public Broadcasting (OPB) has assembled a

schedule of Asian-related programs, shows, and

documentaries that will air during Asian Heritage Month.

The organization has gathered together pieces created by

the Center for Asian American Media (CAAM), Pacific

Heartbeat, Independent Lens, and others.

The list includes locally produced shows, such as an

episode of Oregon Experience focusing on the Kam Wah

Chung & Co. general store in John Day, Oregon, as well as

segments of the five-part Asian Americans series that

traces the epic story of Asian Americans spanning 150

years of immigration, racial politics, international

relations, and cultural innovation.

The programming will air on both OPB and OPB Plus.

For more information, call (503) 293-1982. To learn more,

or to view the full schedule online, visit <www.opb.org>.

Below is a partial schedule:

Try Harder!

May 2, 11:00pm, OPB

Try Harder!, an episode of Independent Lens, takes

place at Lowell High School, San Francisco’s academic

pressure cooker, where the kids are stressed out. With a

majority Asian-American student body, high-achieving

seniors share their dreams and anxieties about getting

into a top university.

“Finding Your Roots: Reporting on the Reporters”

May 3, 8:00pm, OPB

“Reporting on the Reporters,” an episode of “Finding

Your Roots,” features host Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

exploring the family histories of journalists Ann Curry,

Lisa Ling, and Christiane Amanpour.

“High Tide, Don’t Hide”

May 3, 11:00pm, OPB

“High Tide, Don’t Hide,” an episode of Pacific

Heartbeat, follows New Zealand teens as they join a

School Strike for Climate.

Shinmachi: Stronger Than a Tsunami

May 4, 7:00pm, OPB Plus

On the morning of April 1, 1946, a deadly tsunami

reduced Shinmachi to rubble. In Shinmachi: Stronger

Than a Tsunami, discover the resilience of a unique

Japanese community in Hilo, Hawai‘i. Their stories bring

to life the once-thriving small business district founded by

Japanese immigrant plantation laborers who made the

bold decision to establish their economic independence

from the sugar industry.

“James & Isey”

May 8, 8:00pm, OPB Plus &

May 10, 11:00pm, OPB

“James & Isey,” an episode of Pacific Heartbeat, follows

a New Zealand woman who prepares for her 100th

birthday with her son.

Waterman: Duke, Ambassador of Aloha

May 10, 9:00pm, OPB &

May 29, 8:00pm, OPB Plus

Waterman: Duke, Ambassador of Aloha, by American

Masters, tells the inspiring story and considerable impact

of five-time Olympic medallist Duke Kahanamoku, who

shattered swimming records and globalized surfing while

overcoming racism in a lifetime of personal challenges.

Waterman is narrated by Jason Momoa.

Asian Americans: “Breaking Ground”

May 11, 7:00pm, OPB Plus

Oregon Public Broadcasting releases schedule
of shows airing during Asian Heritage Month

This time of year, Oregon is dressed up in her finest. Tree buds burst into flower 
and mountains come out from hiding behind cloudy skies. It becomes just 
a little easier to set aside the things that worry us, to perhaps try to 
ignore habits that we developed during darker days. If gambling 
is one of those habits, it’s a great time for a new start. Spring 
is a perfect time for renewal, for change.

If you have a gambling habit that has grown beyond 
your control, help is available. Through the Oregon 
Problem Gambling Resource (OPGR), gamblers and 
those who love them can get support from trained 
addiction counselors, often right from home. 
Treatment is effective. People are ready and 
waiting to provide better mechanisms to cope 
and to heal. And, best of all, it’s free.

All it takes is a phone call, a text, or an online 
chat to get started. Reach out. Let this season 
be your season for change.

OREGON PROBLEM GAMBLING RESOURCE
.ORG

For more information, visit

HISTORY DOCUMENTED. Mr. Tornado, a documentary about Tetsuya Theodore “Ted” Fujita, a Japanese-American scientist who devoted his
life to unlocking the mysteries of severe storms, airs May 11 on OPB Plus.

Continued on page 16
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“Oregon’s Nikkei: An American Story of Resilience”

Currently on view, 11am-3pm (Fri-Sun), Japanese American Museum of Oregon at the Naito

Center (411 NW Flanders St, Portland). View “Oregon’s Nikkei: An American Story of Resilience,”

an exhibit that highlights the discrimination, resilience, and identity of the Japanese-American

community in Oregon. The display begins in rural Oregon and the streets of Portland’s Japantown

where Japanese immigrants embraced American ideals. What they built was abruptly taken away

during World War II when people of Japanese descent were incarcerated in American internment

camps. From early immigration through current day, the exhibit explores the Japanese-American

experience and includes the rebuilding of communities and the ongoing fight for justice. For info, or

to purchase tickets, call (503) 224-1458 or visit <www.jamo.org>.

“Beyond the Gate: A Tale of Portland’s Historic Chinatowns”

Currently on view, 11am-3pm (Fri-Sun), Portland Chinatown Museum (127 NW Third Ave,

Portland). View “Beyond the Gate: A Tale of Portland’s Historic Chinatowns,” a display of rare

objects such as Chinese opera costumes, theatrical sets, bilingual text, audio-visual media, and

more that tell a sprawling transnational story of contact and trade between China and the west,

focusing on Portland’s Old Chinatown (1850-1905) and New Chinatown (1905-1950). For info, or to

purchase tickets, call (503) 224-0008 or visit <www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org>.

Roberta Wong: “Vincent”

Currently on view, 11am-3pm (Fri-Sun), Portland Chinatown Museum (127 NW Third Ave,

Portland). View “Vincent,” a display by Roberta Wong in memory of Vincent Chin, who was

murdered in 1982 in Detroit. The art installation was first on view in 2018 as part of the museum’s

“Descendent Threads” exhibit. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 224-0008 or visit

<www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org>.

Cambodian Cultural Museum and Killing Fields Memorial

Currently on view, 10am-5pm (Wed-Sun), Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American

Experience (719 S King St, Seattle). View the Cambodian Killing Fields Memorial exhibit, a

collection of photographs and artwork that testifies to the atrocities of the Khmer Rouge holocaust

and honors the rich, enduring culture of the Cambodian people. For info, or to purchase tickets, call

(206) 623-5124 or visit <www.wingluke.org>.

“Be/Longing: Contemporary Asian Art”

Currently on view, 10am-5pm (Fri-Sun), Seattle Asian Art Museum (1400 E Prospect St, in

Volunteer Park, Seattle). View “Be/Longing: Contemporary Asian Art,” an exhibit featuring 12

artists who were born in different parts of Asia — Azerbaijan, Iran, India, Thailand, China, Korea,

and Japan — and have all spent time or moved outside of Asia. Their experiences as both insiders

and outsiders have compelled them to explore their Asian heritage from multiple perspectives.

Their works, as a result, are at once Asian and global, and comment on fundamental concerns of who

we are and where we belong. For info, call (206) 654-3100 or visit <www.seattleartmuseum.org>.

“Gerard Tsutakawa: Stories Shaped In Bronze”

Through May 8, 10am-5pm (Wed-Sun), Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American

Experience (719 S King St, Seattle). View “Gerard Tsutakawa: Stories Shaped In Bronze,” an

exhibit exploring the inspiration, design, and fabrication process of public sculptures created by

Seattle artist Gerard Tsutakawa. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (206) 623-5124 or visit

<www.wingluke.org>.

“Gifts from Japan: A Horticultural Tale Told through Botanical Art”

Through July 4, 10am-5:30pm (Wed-Mon), Portland Japanese Garden (611 SW Kingston Ave,

Portland). View “Gifts from Japan: A Horticultural Tale Told through Botanical Art,” a display

featuring a selection of botanical illustrations from The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and

Botanical Gardens, the Botanical Artists Guild of Southern California, and guest botanical artists

from Japan. The exhibit illuminates the unique origin stories of many flowers that are now widely

presumed as native to the United States. The artworks present a window into the Japanese-

American experience, as immigrant families cultivated gardens and helped naturalize well-known

flowers such as orchids, camellias, and irises. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 223-1321 or

visit <www.japanesegarden.com>.

“Embodied Change: South Asian Art Across Time”

Through July 10, 10am-5pm (Fri-Sun), Seattle Asian Art Museum (1400 E Prospect St, in

Volunteer Park, Seattle). View “Embodied Change: South Asian Art Across Time,” an exhibit

featuring 16 artists. Spanning a period from the third millennium B.C.E. to today, the works in the

display offer metamorphic and compelling images of the human body. Many of the artists —

including Adeela Suleman, Humaira Abid, Naiza Khan, and Malavika Rajnarayan, among others

— utilize female and feminized forms in a myriad of ways: as an object of veneration, as a mode of

self-representation, and to question the safety of public spaces. For info, call (206) 654-3100 or visit

<www.seattleartmuseum.org>.

“Na Omi Judy Shintani: Dream Refuge for Children Imprisoned”

Through Sep 4, 11am-3pm (Fri-Sun), Japanese American Museum of Oregon at the Naito Center

(411 NW Flanders St, Portland). View “Na Omi Judy Shintani: Dream Refuge for Children

Imprisoned,” an installation exploring the trauma experienced by children who have been

incarcerated. For the display, Shintani has arranged cots, life-sized drawings of children, space

blankets, and woven fabrics into a circular formation in the museum, creating a sacred space for

listening to the stories of those imprisoned. The piece draws parallels between Japanese-American

children held during World War II, Native-American children who were denied their culture at

A Proclamation on Asian American,
Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander

Heritage Month, 2022
During Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage

Month, our Nation recognizes the innumerable contributions, vibrant cultures,

and rich heritage of Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders

(AA and NHPIs). As some of the fastest-growing racial and ethnic groups in the

Nation, AA and NHPI communities represent a multitude of ethnicities,

languages, and experiences that enrich America and strengthen our Union.

AA and NHPIs have long played an essential role in writing the American

story. From serving our country in uniform, advocating for civil rights, starting

new businesses, and winning Olympic medals, the contributions of the AA and

NHPI community touch the lives of Americans every day. AA and NHPIs serve

with distinction at the highest levels of Federal, State, and local government. I

am proud to have Vice President Kamala Harris, the first person of South Asian

descent to serve as Vice President, and Katherine Tai, the first Asian American

United States Trade Representative, in my Administration.

As we celebrate AA and NHPI communities, we must also redouble our

commitment to combatting the surge of anti-Asian hate crimes. The First Lady

and I shared the Nation’s outrage as we witnessed these crimes increase by 339

percent last year compared to the year before in cities across America. Many

other incidents of anti-Asian bias, xenophobia, and harassment that surfaced

throughout the COVID-19 pandemic were not even reported. We cannot allow

these horrific acts to continue threatening the safety of AA and NHPI Americans

— especially women, girls, and the elderly. These acts are wrong; they are

un-American; and they must stop.

In my first week in office, I directed all executive departments and agencies to

combat xenophobia, hate, and discrimination against AA and NHPI

communities. I also signed into law last May the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act to

provide law enforcement with resources to identify, investigate, and report hate

crimes and ensure that hate crimes information is more accessible to AA and

NHPI communities.

As we work to ensure that hatred has no safe harbor in America’s future, we

must confront shameful chapters in our history. That is why, for example, I

signed into law the Amache National Historic Site Act — to memorialize the

10,000 Japanese Americans who were unjustly imprisoned at Amache during

World War II. And we will continue to root out racial injustices of our past and

advance equity for all Americans as we move forward.

Toward that aim, my Administration is making long-overdue investments in

AA and NHPI communities. I reestablished and expanded the President’s

Advisory Commission and the White House Initiative on Asian Americans,

Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders. The American Rescue Plan helped

reduce poverty among AA and NHPI families by approximately 26 percent. We

have increased access to capital, training, and counselling for AA and NHPI

entrepreneurs so their businesses can thrive. We are also working to ensure that

healthcare resources are available to AA and NHPI communities. And we are

rebuilding our immigration system so everyone is treated fairly and humanely

— including AA and NHPI communities.

This month, we celebrate our fellow Americans from AA and NHPI

communities and pay tribute to all they have done to help fulfill the promise of

America for all. Together, let us recommit ourselves to building a country in

which every American — regardless of who they are, where they come from, or

what they look like — has an equal opportunity to thrive.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United

States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and

the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2022 as Asian American,

Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. I call upon all

Americans to learn more about the history of AA and NHPIs, and to observe this

month with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth day

of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-two, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-sixth.

— JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR.

Heritage Month
events & screenings

Organizations and others are holding events in

celebration of Heritage Month. Some activities include:

Continued on page 15
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boarding schools, and Central-American children separated from

their families and currently living in unsafe conditions at the

U.S.-Mexico border. For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503)

224-1458 or visit <www.jamo.org>.

“The World Transformed”

Through Sep 10, 11am-3pm (Fri-Sun), Portland Chinatown

Museum (127 NW Third Ave, Portland). View “The World

Transformed,” a new display of original work by theatrical

designer Carey Wong. The exhibit of 16 scenic designs and set

models spans the past four decades of Wong’s career. Designs

featured include six shows with Asian or Asian-American

settings as well as set models for designs created for the Portland

Opera and Portland Center Stage in its inaugural season. For

info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 224-0008 or visit

<www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org>.

“We Are Changing the Tide:

Community Power for Environmental Justice”

Through Feb 19, 2023, 10am-5pm (Wed-Sun), Wing Luke

Museum of the Asian Pacific American Experience (719 S King

St, Seattle). View “We Are Changing the Tide: Community Power

for Environmental Justice,” an exhibit highlighting Asian

American, Pacific Islander, and Native Hawaiian community

work and activism in the Environmental Justice Movement, with

a focus on solidarity with other affected communities. Visitors are

able to explore stories and other content through photographs,

art pieces, artifacts, and first-person voices to learn how BIPOC

communities are addressing Environmental Justice and how we

can all play a role in supporting collaborative systemic change.

For info, or to purchase tickets, call (206) 623-5124 or visit

<www.wingluke.org>.

Asian Heritage Month performances at Lan Su

May 6-31, 10am-6pm (daily), Lan Su Chinese Garden (239

NW Everett St, Portland). Attend special performances and

events held at the Lan Su Chinese Garden during Asian Heritage

Month. See story on page 11. For info, or to purchase tickets, call

(503) 228-8131 or visit <www.lansugarden.org>.

Portland Chinatown

Dragon Dance Parade & Celebration

May 7, 10am-1:30pm, Chinese Consolidated Benevolent

Association (315 NW Davis St, Portland). Lion dancers and

performers will lead a Dragon Dance Parade & Celebration in

front of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association. Led by

the Portland Chinatown History Foundation’s 150-foot-long

dragon, the parade will pass through the China Gate, march

along Third Avenue to S.W. Jefferson and S.W. Park, then end

near the Oregon Historical Society Museum (1200 SW Park Ave,

Portland). Along the way, lions will “pluck the green” for good

luck at select locations and volunteers will pass out traditional

red envelopes to onlookers. For info, call (503) 224-0008 or visit

<www.portlandchinatownmuseum.org>.

Kodomo no Hi

May 8, 10:30am-2:30pm, Portland Japanese Garden (611 SW

Kingston Ave, Portland). Celebrate children or being a child at

the Portland Japanese Garden’s Children’s Day event, Kodomo

no Hi, which is returning to the garden for the first time in two

years. The family festival features a host of activities and

entertainment including the raising of the koi nobori (carp

banner), taiko drumming (10:30am & 11:30am), take-home craft

activities, a scavenger hunt (10:30am to 2:30pm), and more. For

info, or to purchase tickets, call (503) 223-1321 or visit

<www.japanesegarden.com>.

“Celebrate 2022 — IRCO Gala”

May 10, 6pm, virtual. Attend “Celebrate 2022 — IRCO Gala,”

a virtual event highlighting 46 years of the Immigrant and

Refugee Community Organization (IRCO) empowering refugee

and immigrant communities in Portland and beyond. The event

features cultural performances, an online and live auction, and

speeches from community leaders. Contributions raised during

the celebration directly benefit families and clients of IRCO. For

info, call (503) 234-1541. To reserve a space for the virtual event,

visit <www.avcast.me/irco-celebrate2022>.

Asian & Pacific Islander Leadership Night

May 12, 5-8:30pm, Oregon Convention Center, Meeting

Rooms E145-146 (777 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Portland).

Attend Asian & Pacific Islander Leadership Night, a networking

event with guest speakers. Registration and the mixer begin at

5:00pm and the program starts at 6:00pm. The theme for the

evening is “Building Youth Leaders in the Midst of a Pandemic.”

Proceeds from the event benefit the Youth Job-Entrepreneurial

Readiness Training Program Level 1, a job readiness and

independent living skills development program managed by the

Philippine American Chamber of Commerce of Oregon (PACCO)

that focuses on youth between 16 and 21 years who are part of low

and extremely-low income households. Online registration is

open. For info, call (503) 862-6853. To purchase tickets (by May

5), visit <www.pacco.org>.

Cultural performances at

the Portland Japanese Garden

May 15, 20, 22 & 28, 1:15-2:15pm, Portland Japanese Garden

(611 SW Kingston Ave, Portland). Attend afternoon cultural

performances held at the Portland Japanese Garden. The

performances feature: koto and harmonica (May 15), koto (May

20), shinobue flute & piano by Maido Mind (May 22), and koto by

Mitsuki Dazai (May 28). For info, or to purchase tickets, call (503)

223-1321 or visit <www.japanesegarden.com>.

Fear No Music

May 9 & 23; May 9, 7:30pm (live concert), The Old Church

(1422 SW 11th Ave, Portland); May 23, 7:30pm (virtual concert),

Fear No Music YouTube channel. Fear No Music’s 30th

anniversary season features “Asian Resilience & Joy,” an

exuberant celebration of new work by composers from the vast

Asian diaspora. With awareness of the ongoing discrimination

towards Asian Americans, Fear No Music offers a vibrant,

prismatic look at the multi-dimensional lives and richly diverse

influences of Asian cultures. (The live concert has limited

capacity.) Performances are donation-based. To reserve a ticket,

visit <www.fearnomusic.org/upcoming>.

“A Glimpse of China”

May 21, virtual. Watch “A Glimpse of China: Chinese Culture

& Arts Festival” presented by Seattle Center Festál. The online

event illuminates the colorful and ancient palette of Chinese arts

with dance, painting, calligraphy, workshops, and martial arts.

For info, including hours, call (206) 684-7200 or visit

<www.seattlecenter.com>.

Pagdiriwang Philippine Festival

June 4-5, 11am, virtual. Watch the Pagdiriwang Philippine

Festival, a celebration of Filipino culture, history, and heritage

presented by Seattle Center Festál. The free event observes

Philippine independence from colonial rule and the strength of

Filipino identity and imagination through art exhibits, songs,

spoken word, film, and martial arts. For info, or to verify hours,

call (206) 684-7200, or visit <www.seattlecenter.com> or <www.

festalpagdiriwang.com>.

DRAGON DANCE PARADE & CELEBRATION. Lion danc-
ers and performers will lead a Dragon Dance Parade & Celebration in
front of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association (315 N.W. Da-
vis Street in Portland) on Saturday, May 7 beginning at 10:00am. Fea-
turing the Portland Chinatown History Foundation’s 150-foot-long dragon,
the parade will pass through the China Gate, march along Third Avenue
and end near the Oregon Historical Society Museum (1200 S.W. Park Av-
enue in Portland). (Photos courtesy of Jeff Lee Photography)

Heritage
Month events

For timely information
about upcoming events, visit

<www.facebook.com/

TheAsianReporter>.
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bracing and Exploring

Identity,” about Qasim

Syed; and “Evading

Stigmas and Stereotypes,”

about Emery Thanathiti.

Many Roads to Here

(MRH) is a podcast pro-

duced entirely by volun-

teers that tells the stories

of newcomers in their own

words, bringing the voices

of immigrants, refugees,

and asylum seekers to the

national conversation

about migration and iden-

tity. It aims to advance our

country’s dialogue around

race and identity and dis-

pel the myths, stereotypes,

and preconceptions that

haunt immigrants. The

goal of MRH is to provide

information and empathy.

Interviews produced by

MRH are archived at the

Oregon Historical Society.

To read the compelling

stories, or to subscribe to

the Many Roads to Here

podcast, visit <www.

theimmigrantstory.org>.

COMPELLING STORIES. The Immigrant Story is presenting
events and highlighting its work in observance of Asian Heritage Month.
Pictured is Priti Ghandi (top photo), whose story is told as part of “I Am
an American.” The photo on the bottom shows handwritten testimony by
Ghandi about the objects next to it — gold jewelry — and an explanation
about the Indian tradition behind the gifts. (Photos courtesy of The Immi-
grant Story)

Continued from page 12

In an era of exclusion, new immigrants arrived in the

U.S. from China, India, Japan, the Philippines, and

elsewhere. Eventually barred by anti-Asian laws, the first

show in the epic five-part Asian Americans series —

“Breaking Ground” — tells how the newcomers became

America’s first “undocumented immigrants” even as they

built railroads and dazzled on the silver screen. They also

took the fight for equality to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Mr. Tornado

May 11, 8:00pm, OPB Plus

Mr. Tornado is a documentary about Tetsuya Theodore

“Ted” Fujita, a Japanese-American scientist who devoted

his life to unlocking the mysteries of severe storms.

“Bloodline”

May 13, 7:00pm, OPB Plus

“Bloodline” is a profile of Vietnamese-American chef Tu

David Phu and the evolution of his culinary aesthetic. The

program follows Tu as he returns home to Oakland,

California, after competing on the cooking series “Top

Chef.” From the son of refugees growing up in West

Oakland to a professional chef, Tu’s acclaimed culinary

creations are heralded as the next wave of Asian fusion

representing Vietnamese culture.

Kam Wah Chung

May 13, 7:30pm, OPB Plus

Kam Wah Chung, an episode of Oregon Experience,

tells the story of herbal doctor Ing Hay and businessman

Lung On, who practiced medicine and operated a general

store at Kam Wah Chung & Co. in John Day, Oregon.

“Loimata, the Sweetest Tears”

May 15, 8:00pm, OPB Plus

“Loimata, the Sweetest Tears,” an episode of Pacific

Heartbeat, follows a family returning to their Samoan

homeland.

The Chinese Exclusion Act

May 15, 9:00pm, OPB Plus

The Chinese Exclusion Act, a documentary screening as

part of American Experience, explores the history of

Chinese immigration to the United States and its

significance to issues of globalization, immigration, labor,

and civil rights today through powerful and illuminating

visuals, historical documents, testimonies, and the

insight of scholars and experts.

Massacre at Hells Canyon

May 16, 9:00pm, OPB

Massacre at Hells Canyon, an episode of Oregon

Experience, details an 1887 incident in which as many as

34 Chinese gold miners were massacred on the Oregon

side of Hells Canyon in what was likely the nation’s worst

massacre of Chinese people. Though the culprits were

well known, no one was ever convicted and the crime was

largely forgotten.

Tyrus Wong

May 17, 10:00pm, OPB

Tyrus Wong, by American Masters, tells the story of the

renowned Chinese-American painter.

Asian Americans: “A Question of Loyalty”

May 18, 7:00pm, OPB Plus

An American-born generation straddles their country of

birth and the homelands of their parents in “A Question of

Loyalty,” an episode of the five-part series, Asian

Americans. Those loyalties are tested during World War II

when families are imprisoned in detention camps and

brothers find themselves on opposite sides of the battle

lines.

Norman Mineta and His Legacy:

An American Story

May 20, 9:00pm, OPB Plus

Norman Mineta and His Legacy: An American Story is a

documentary that follows the history of the Mineta family

and the hardships they endured, including incarceration

during World War II, blatant and systemic racism, and

more.

“Touching the Sound”

May 21, 7:00pm, OPB Plus

“Touching the Sound” traces the artistic development of

young pianist Nobuyuki Tsujii, from his early ability to

play piano by ear, undeterred by his lifelong blindness, to

his gold medal triumph in the 2009 Van Cliburn

International Piano Competition, to his debut at Carnegie

Hall. Highlighting the power of music in overcoming

hardship, Tsujii performs his own uplifting compositions,

alongside those of Chopin, Beethoven, Rachmaninoff, and

Liszt, while touring the 2011 tsunami-devastated

coastline of Japan.

The Donut King

May 21, 8:00pm, OPB Plus

The Donut King, an episode of Independent Lens, tells

the story of a Cambodian refugee who built a

multi-million-dollar donut empire.

“The Healer Stones of Kapaemahu”

May 22, 8:00pm, OPB Plus

“The Healer Stones of Kapaemahu,” an episode of

Pacific Heartbeat, explores Honolulu’s symbolic stones.

American Revolutionary:

The Evolution of Grace Lee Boggs

May 22, 9:00pm, OPB Plus

American Revolutionary: The Evolution of Grace Lee

Boggs, from POV, tells viewers about Grace Lee Boggs, a

Chinese-American philosopher, writer, and activist in

Detroit with a thick FBI file and a surprising vision of

what an American revolution can be. Rooted in 75 years of

the labor, civil rights, and Black Power movements, she

continually challenges a new generation to throw off old

assumptions, think creatively, and redefine revolution for

our times.

Asian Americans: “Good Americans”

May 25, 7:00pm, OPB Plus

Part of the five-part series Asian Americans, “Good

Americans” addresses the Cold War years, when Asian

Americans are simultaneously heralded as a model

minority and targeted as a perpetual foreigner. Bold

ambition also emerges, as Asian Americans aspire for the

first time to national political office and a coming

culture-quake simmers beneath the surface.

“The World of the May’s Photo Studio”

May 28, 9:30pm, OPB Plus

“The World of the May’s Photo Studio,” an episode of

Vanishing Chinatown, chronicles San Francisco’s

Chinatown during the 1900s.

Canefield Songs: Holehole Bushi

May 29, 9:30pm, OPB Plus

Canefield Songs: Holehole Bushi is a film that tells the

story of music teacher Harry Urata and his efforts to

record, preserve, and perpetuate the musical oral

histories of Japanese immigrants who worked in Hawai‘i’s

sugarcane fields in the late 19th- and early

20th-centuries. Through their canefield songs, or holehole

bushi, the women sang about their joys and sorrows of

trying to start life in a new world.

OPB releases schedule of shows
airing during Asian Heritage Month

Continued from page 13

Saturday, May 14

2:00pm: Takohachi taiko

3:00pm: Ka Lei Hali’a O Ka Lokelani

4:00pm: Vancouver Jasmine Dance Troupe

Saturday, May 21

1:00pm: Kalabharathi School of Dance

3:00pm: Cambodian Dance Troupe

Saturday, May 28

1:00pm: Filipino American Friendship Club of Oregon

3:00pm: Team Japonesque

Additional events include “Learn How to Play Mahjong”

on Sunday, May 15 at 1:00pm; an erhu demonstration on

Saturday, May 21 from 11:00am to noon; a talk about the

kimono on Saturday, May 28 from 11:00am to noon; and

more.

“Lan Su wants to provide a stage for the community to

share their cultures and experiences with the public,” said

the garden’s Venus Sun. “We have so much to share, and

our stories deserve not just to be told, but celebrated.”

Lan Su Chinese Garden is located at 239 N.W. Everett

Street in Portland. It is open daily from 10:00am to

6:00pm. For more information, call (503) 228-8131. To

learn more, or to view a schedule of events, visit

<www.lansugarden.org/CelebrateOurStories>.

Lan Su Chinese Garden to celebrate
Asian heritage with a month full of

performances and events

HONORING ASIAN HERITAGE. Kam Wah Chung, an episode of
Oregon Experience, tells the story of herbal doctor Ing Hay and business-
man Lung On, who practiced medicine and operated a general store at
Kam Wah Chung & Co. in John Day, Oregon. The show is airing May 13 on
OPB Plus. Pictured is Kam Wah Chung & Co., circa 1930. (Photo courtesy
of the Kam Wah Chung & Co. Museum)

Continued from page 11

Celebrate
Earth Day
everyday!

Reduce �Reuse �Recycle

Black Pearl Acupuncture

505 N.W. Ninth Ave., Portland, OR 97209

Sita Symonette
Licensed Acupuncturist

Call to schedule an appointment: (503) 308-9363

- Acute/Chronic Pain

- Treating & Preventing
- Stress Relief
- Headaches/Migraines

(i.e. neck, back,
sciatica & shoulder)

the flu and colds

Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine
are great for:

seasymonettea@gmail.comwww.blackpearlacupuncture.com

Happy

Mother’s

Day!
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Michelle Yeoh shows Asian
immigrant women are Everything

By Terry Tang

The Associated Press

Michelle Yeoh was adamant

about one script change

before committing to

Everything Everywhere All At Once.

The main character’s name had to

go. She was named Michelle as a love

letter to her from the directors.

“I’m like ‘No, no, no’ because I

believe this person, this character

that you’ve written so rich, deserves a

voice of her own. She is the voice of

those mothers, aunties,

grandmothers that you pass by in

Chinatown or in the supermarket

that you don’t even give a second

glance to. Then you just take her for

granted,” Yeoh told The Associated

Press. “She’s never had a voice.”

At 59, Yeoh commands the lead of

the genre-twisting flick by playing

someone often invisible — the Asian

immigrant wife and mother trying to

be everything for everyone. “An

independent film on steroids” as she

puts it, Everything Everywhere All At

Once recently went into wide

theatrical release. It was ranked

fourth for domestic box office in its

first weekend, bringing in nearly $6.2

million, according to figures compiled

by Comscore.

Yeoh’s performance is drawing

raves at a time when Asians and

Asian Americans of all age ranges

continue to be the target of

pandemic-fuelled racism in

Chinatowns, cities, and suburbs

across the U.S. But reports have

found Asian women have experienced

these hate crimes at a higher rate.

After decades first as a star in Hong

Kong cinema and then more

mainstream hits like Tomorrow

Never Dies and Crouching Tiger,

Hidden Dragon, the Malayasia-born

Yeoh has grown into a movie queen.

She’s had integral roles in what have

been the first large U.S. studio

movies in years with all-Asian casts

— Marvel Studios’ Shang-Chi and

The Legend of The Ten Rings and

Crazy Rich Asians.

“So much weight was on (Crazy

Rich Asians) ... What if we weren’t as

successful as that? Did that mean

that we don’t deserve to be up there?”

Yeoh said. “It exploded and the way it

did made everyone realize, ‘Hey,

we’ve been neglecting this very major

part of our society for so long.”‘

As much as those films mean to her,

she was a polished supporting player

in them. “Everything Everywhere All

At Once is a whole otherworldly

experience where she gets to play “an

aging Asian woman.”

Written and directed by Daniel

Kwan and Daniel Scheinert (known

as the Daniels), the story centers on a

glammed down Yeoh as Evelyn

Wang, a frazzled laundromat owner

preparing for an IRS audit.

Meanwhile, she is struggling with an

unhappy husband (Ke Huy Quan),

her critical father (James Hong), and

an openly lesbian daughter

(Stephanie Hsu). She is literally

upended when another version of her

husband pops up claiming to be from

another universe. Evelyn ends up

jumping through the multiverse and

picking up skills possessed by her

otherworldly counterparts.

The story is a wild laundry list of

action, sci-fi, comedy, and family

drama that includes people with hot

dogs for fingers and a giant

everything bagel. The first word that

came to Yeoh’s mind after reading the

script was “insane.”

“I was blown away that they had

the courage to write the script and

put [in] all these kinds of things.

Because it wasn’t just about the

wackiness. The familial connections

[were] so powerful,” she said.

The movie puts the spotlight on the

other actors as well. It marks a

Hollywood homecoming for Quan. He

charmed audiences as a child playing

Short Round in Indiana Jones and

the Temple of Doom and Data in The

Goonies. Funnily enough, Crazy Rich

Asians is what made him want to

return to the screen after more than

20 years. Yeoh is attached to the

sequel and agreed it would be a great

full-circle moment to find a role for

Quan.

“We are so grateful that made him

think because he never really left the

film industry,” Yeoh said.

Hong, 93, gets to chew plenty of

scenery too. He made headlines in

2020 when famous friends

successfully campaigned for him to

get a star on the Hollywood Walk of

Fame. He will receive the honor later

this year.

“He’s got a heart of gold. You know,

he truly loves what he does,” said

Yeoh, who is reuniting with Hong on

a new Disney+ series, “American

Born Chinese.” “He deserves it.”

The film has hit a nerve with

audiences but especially Asian

Americans. Across social media,

many describe crying during the

film’s last hour as the relationship

between Evelyn and daughter Joy

hits a make-or-break juncture. Some

say they feel like they’re watching

their own immigrant mother become

the hero of her story for the first time.

Others say they’ve gained a better

understanding about parents who

typically don’t wear their emotions on

their sleeve.

“I think especially Asian parents,

they tend to be more critical. But they

show their love — they’ll save you the

best part of the meat, they’ll make

sure that you’re well fed,” Yeoh said.

“That is their way of showing love and

care.”

For Asian-American women, the

movie is a breath of fresh air. Hate

incidents like last year’s Atlanta spa

shootings renewed conversations

about the propensity to sexualize or

dismiss Asian women. But in this

movie, Yeoh gets to show a wide

range — from comedic and martial

arts chops to heart-wrenching angst.

The actress promises she will never

give up on proving women can be the

leads in parts that are more than

stereotypes.

“Why is it men can get to a certain

age and keep pushing forward with

all these kinds of things and women

sort of like get left behind?” Yeoh said.

“With the new sustainable

development goals, one of the things

up there is gender equality, equal

opportunities. And that’s all what

we’re asking for.”

Terry Tang is a member of The Associated
Press’ Race and Ethnicity team.

PRAISEWORTHY PERFORMANCE. This image released by A24 shows Michelle Yeoh,
left, and Jing Li in a scene from Everything Everywhere All At Once. At 59, Yeoh commands the lead
of the genre-twisting flick by playing someone often invisible — the Asian immigrant wife and
mother trying to be everything for everyone. (Allyson Riggs/A24 via AP)PTFC FOR PEACE. Nearly 17,000 fans attended PTFC for

Peace, a historic mixed-teams charity match held last month at
Providence Park featuring members of the Portland Thorns and Port-
land Timbers. The 60-minute match resulted in a score of a 4-3 win
for Team Yellow over Team Blue. Through the efforts of fans, part-
ners, and the clubs, more than $500,000 was raised for UNICEF re-
lief efforts in Ukraine and bordering countries. Pictured is Thorns FC
midfielder Hina Sugita, who participated in the match. (AR Photo/
Denise Avery)

“All those worlds are very

interconnected in ways that

are different from what you

might assume, coming in from

a western point of view. And so

discovering the ways they are

interconnected, as Jake

figures it out on his own, is

part of the pleasure of

following the story,” said

executive producer Alan Poul.

The Emmy and Golden

Globe-winning Poul began his

career in Japan, and has a

college degree in Japanese

literature. The multicultural

cast of “Tokyo Vice” also

includes Rinko Kikuchi and

Rachel Keller.

Will there be any obligatory

karaoke scenes to showcase

the singing talent of Elgort and

Watanabe? Viewers can only

hope, although both lead actors

praised each other’s singing

talent — Elgort in West Side

Story and Watanabe in The

King and I on Broadway.

“I was so blown away by

Ken-san’s singing,” Elgort said

in perfect Japanese.

Ansel Elgort takes on Japan
mafia in HBO drama series

Continued from page 20

GRASS-FED
BEEF FOR SALE

Call (503) 980-5900 for details

GRASS-FED & GRASS-FINISHED BEEF

Farm-raised in Newberg, Oregon

Beef available as:

� Quarter cow � Half cow �Whole cow

Beef is processed by a Portland butcher.

Pickup available in June at N.E. Sandy Blvd. location.

SPiLt ink Gallery
Acrylic
Colour Pencil
Graphite
Oil
Pen & Ink
Watercolour

� �Holidays Special Occasions
www.spiltinkgallery.com
Pets Just for Fun

(503) 442-6427
�
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NORTHWEST JOB MARKET

Find general information about the
city and employment opportunities at:

<www.hillsboro-oregon.gov>

BIDS, SUB-BIDS & PUBLIC NOTICES

ORM Fertility
WORK IN HEALTHCARE

Helping Families Grow

ORM Fertility, an internationally recognized fertility
center is looking to hire bilingual clinical profession-
als, fluent in Mandarin to support our diverse patient
community locally and around the world. Competitive
salaries and generous benefits packages with sti-
pends for additional translation services above the
starting rates. If you want to work for an organization,
non-hospital environment whose mission is to help all
types of families realize their dream of parenthood,
ORM is a place for you.

All Mandarin-speaking employees will receive an
hourly stipend in addition to their base rates!

Base rates include:

Registered Nurse Coordinator: $38 - $45 DOE
Nursing Services Coordinator: $20 - $25 DOE
Patient Services Coordinator: $18 - $22 DOE

Benefits: Medical, Dental, 401K, Paid Time Off

Be a part of meaningful, life-changing work.

Learn more and apply today at

<ormfertility.com/careers>

BIDS, SUB-BIDS & PUBLIC NOTICES

The AR’s advertising sections can be viewed online at:

<www.asianreporter.com/nwjobmarket.htm>

<www.asianreporter.com/notices.htm>

The classified advertising deadlines

for our next four print editions are:

June 6 issue: Friday, June 3, 2:00pm

July 4 issue: Friday, July 1, 2:00pm

August 1 issue: Friday, July 29, 2:00pm

September 5 issue: Friday, September 2, 2:00pm

TENURE-TRACK
CHEMISTRY INSTRUCTOR

Clark College is currently accepting applications for
a Tenure-track Chemistry Instructor. Salary is $64,871
annually. For complete position description, closing
date, requirements and to apply, access our website
at <www.clark.edu/jobs>. Clark College Human Re-
sources, 1933 Fort Vancouver Way, Vancouver, WA
98663, (360) 992-2105.

AA/EO employer

The Asian Reporter is published

on the first Monday each month.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

NextGen Youth Services
Worksystems is seeking qualified, experienced,

and emerging organizations to provide career ser-
vices to diverse populations of youth to help them
meet education and employment goals. The RFP is
posted on Worksystems' website at
<www.worksystems.org>. Proposals are due no
later than noon on May 9, 2022.

Worksystems is an equal opportunity em-
ployer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are avail-
able to individuals with disabilities upon request. To
place a free relay call in Oregon, dial 711.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Vancouver Housing Authority

Equal Housing Opportunity

Columbia Heights

Vancouver Housing Authority (VHA) is
accepting applications for Project Based

Vouchers for 6 one bedroom units, 7 two

bedroom units and 4 three bedroom units

at Columbia Heights. Columbia Heights is

a brand new property located at

409 NE 92nd Avenue.

The property offers a large outdoor courtyard,

community room with kitchen and computer lab,

a playground and more! Our 1, 2 and 3 bedroom

apartment homes boast large windows, spacious

closets and quartz countertops in the kitchen.

Applications will be selected through a

random lottery. The date and time
you return the application will not matter.

Applications are being accepted
beginning May 9, 2022.

Applicants must have income less than 30%
of Area Median Income for their family size.
For a family of one the 2022 limit is $22,400,
for a family of two this limit is $25,600, for
a family of three the limit is $28,800, for a

family of four this limit is $31,950, for a family
of five the limit is $34,550, for family of six
the limit is $37,190 and for a family of seven

the limit is $41,910. Applicants will be subject
to background checks and approval by the

property management company.

Vancouver Housing Authority

Equal Housing Opportunity

Notice is hereby given that

Vancouver Housing Authority will open

the following waitlists on Friday April 22, 2022:

The Meridian located at 3200 NE 78th Avenue,
Vancouver, WA. These 46 one-bedroom units are

available for people exiting homelessness with
behavioral health needs who are enrolled in the

Medicaid Foundational Community Support Housing
Program with SeaMar-Community Services Northwest

and have had a housing assessment from Council
for the Homeless indicating the need for permanent
supportive housing. Maximum household income

limits are $33,850 for a family of one to $38,700 for
a family of two. If you are experiencing homelessness

and interested in living at The Meridian the first
step is to call the Council for the Homeless at

(360) 695-9677 and receive a housing assessment.

Prosper Portland

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
SYSTEM MONITORING AND

EMERGENCY SUPPORT
Proposals due May 10, 2022, at 2:00pm (Pacific)

Through this Request for Proposals (RFP), PROS-
PER PORTLAND, the urban and economic develop-
ment agency for the city of Portland, Oregon, requests
competitive proposals from qualified and experienced
firms, individuals, or teams to provide continuous (af-
ter hours and weekends, as well as back-up coverage
for vacations and absences) monitoring of, and emer-
gency support for Prosper Portland’s information
technology systems, including servers and network-
ing equipment. While Prosper Portland prefers to
award an exclusive contract to the successful Pro-
poser, it reserves the right to award multiple contracts.

The RFP can be downloaded from Prosper Port-
land e-procurement platform at
<www.prosperportland.us/bids> under “Our Active
Solicitations.” Direct all questions regarding the RFP
to Peter Madaus, Procurement Services Coordinator,
at <MadausP@ProsperPortland.us> or (503)
823-3262 (direct). Prosper Portland encourages the
participation of firms certified by Oregon’s Certifica-
tion Office for Business Inclusion and Diversity in this
and all other Prosper Portland contract opportunities.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) 21-07

DBE & Workforce Equity Program
TriMet is seeking a Senior Administrator

for our DBE & Workforce Equity Program.

This position will manage TriMet's Disadvantaged
Business Enterprise (DBE) Program, Small Business
Development Program, and Workforce Training &
Hiring Program. Responsibilities include planning, de-
veloping, managing, implementing, and the ongoing
evaluation of the performance and the compliance of
TriMet's programs. The position is also responsible for
managing the achievement of TriMet's program objec-
tives while ensuring the continual support of long-term
business relationships between TriMet and local busi-
nesses of all sizes, government agencies, and com-
munity-based organizations in support of greater
utilization on TriMet's projects.

Please visit <Trimet.org/careers> for the full
job description, benefits information, and to apply!

TECHNOLOGY SERVICES
ASSOCIATE (TSA)

Oregon Community Foundation is hiring a Technol-

ogy Services Associate (TSA) to provide support for

Information Technology resources at its Portland and

regional offices. The TSA delivers first- and second-

tier technical support for all OCF staff, responds to op-

erational issues on computer and network systems,

and provides basic application training and guidance.

Closes 5/18/2022. For more information and to ap-

ply: <https://oregoncf.org/about/careers>. EOE.

MULTNOMAH COUNTY
LIBRARY OPERATIONS CENTER

Bid Package 3.0

Masonry, Rough Carpentry, Millwork,
Waterproofing, Metal Panels and Flashings,

Expansion Joint Covers, Specialty & OH Doors,
Glass & Glazing, Drywall & Framing, Flooring,

Floor Treatment, Acoustic Treatments, Signage,
Interior Accessories, Operable Partitions,

Fall Protection, Window Coverings, Fencing,
Site Furnishings, Landscape & Irrigation

Bids Due: May 4, 2022 2:00pm PST

Bid Documents:

<https://app.buildingconnected.com/public/5430e7
da5cdc2e0300dda7f6/projects/623cd3972ab57700b

9a8eeb1>

Project Location:

221 NE 122nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97230

This is the first project of The Multnomah County
Library Capital Bond Projects and will repurpose an

existing Safeway grocery store to an office space
and library sorting center. The existing 53,000sf

building will be gutted and expanded to a 73,000sf
space. This expansion will require partial demolition

of the existing building and includes a two-story
35,000sf steel framed addition on the east side.

The project also includes a new MEPF system for
the building and a roof mounted PV array system.

1705 SW Taylor Street, Suite 200
Portland, OR 97205

Phone: (503) 459-4477 * Fax: (503) 459-4478

OR CCB#155766

We are an equal opportunity employer

and encourage sub bids from vendors

registered with the Oregon Certification

Office of Business Inclusion & Diversity (COBID).

SUBCONTRACTOR BIDS REQUESTED

ACCOUNTING
ASSOCIATE

Oregon Community Foundation is hiring an Ac-

counting Associate, responsible for the timely and ac-

curate processing of invoices and expenses to ensure

payments, posting cash and check donations to gen-

eral ledger, and entry of all miscellaneous accounts

receivable transactions, including non-cash donation

proceeds. Open until filled.

For more information and to apply online:
<https://oregoncf.org/about/careers>. EOE.



BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

FOR SALE

Home Entertainment

REAL ESTATE

For Rent/Sale/Lease

REAL ESTATE

For Rent/Sale/Lease

TURN-KEY

RESTAURANT

FOR SALE
Established restaurant for more than

two decades & located on a very
busy street for sale. Business has
a spacious kitchen, large storage
areas & more. All kitchen equip-
ment, chairs, tables & more are

included in the sale. For details &
information, please e-mail

<northportland5@gmail.com>.

FOR SALE

Grass-raised beef

GRASS-FED BEEF FOR SALE
Cattle raised in Newberg, Oregon.

Beef available in ¼, ½
or whole cow & processed
by a butcher in Portland.

For pricing & details,
please call (503) 980-5900.

Stay safe. Please wear a face
covering in indoor spaces.

HOME ENTERTAINMENT

INSTALLATION

Need stereo & HDTV set-up for the
perfect home theater surround
sound? We can do it! Great prices,
expert service! Please contact Digital
Connections at (971) 853-2576.

FREE

FREE NEWSPAPERS!
Does your garden or yard need weed
protection? Are you an art teacher
who has upcoming papier-mâché
projects? Are you a dog owner train-
ing a puppy? Does your business
need packing material? First come,
first served! Please call (503)
283-4440, ext. #, or e-mail
<news@asianreporter.com>.

FREE USED

FLOURESCENT BULBS
We changed out our light fixtures,
so all our 48” Exolux 32-watt used
flourescent bulbs are up for grabs!

Please call (503) 289-6373.

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE

600-sq.-ft. Portland office space for
lease. Space has its own entrance
door (no lobby) and private restroom.
Unit is located across from PCC Cas-
cade on N. Killingsworth St. For de-
tails & info., call (503) 312-5224.

Need to place a classified
advertisement?
Just fill out the

order form on this
page and fax it to

(503) 283-4445 or e-mail
<ads@asianreporter.com>.

SURFING THE WEB?

Check out jobs,
news, past stories,

lists of community groups,
and more on our site:

<www.asianreporter.com>

C O M M U N I T Y C L A S S I F I E D S

H Mart

3301 SE Belmont St.

Portland

Uwajimaya

10500 SW

Beaverton-Hillsdale

Hwy., Beaverton

Tin Seng Trading

8350 SE Division St.

Portland

Lily Market

11001 NE Halsey St.

Portland
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Lao Vieng Market

1032 N Killingsworth

St., Portland

Hong Phat

Supermarket

101 SE 82nd Ave.

Portland

THE ASIAN REPORTER CAN BE PICKED UP ON THE FIRST MONDAY EACH MONTH AT MANY LOCATIONS, INCLUDING:

SUBSCRIPTION

COUPON
* * * * * * * * * * * * *

Have The Asian Reporter

delivered directly to

your home or office and

receive a $4.00 discount.

See page six for
subscription options
and an order form.

Expiration date:

May 31, 2022

Discount applies to
new subscribers only.

(Please include coupon
with your order form.)

LOOKING

FOR A NEW

CAREER?

Check out additional

current openings in

The Asian Reporter’s

Northwest Job Market

advertising section,

on page 18.

Main classification: Run date(s): Total ad cost:

Ad type (circle one): Display ad Business Card Box ad Line ad Name listing ad

Name:

Address: City/State/ZIP:

Phone: Fax: E-mail:

Ad copy (attach a separate sheet if necessary):

Mail, Fax, or Deliver with payment to:
Asian Reporter Classifieds, 922 N Killingsworth Street, Suite 2D, Portland, OR 97217-2220

Fax: (503) 283-4445 * E-mail: <ads@asianreporter.com>

For Visa or Mastercard payment only:

Name (as it appears on the card):

Type of card (circle): VISA Mastercard Exp. Date:

Zip Code & Address of Cardholder:

Card Number: Security Code:

2022 ADVERTISING RATES & ORDER FORM:
Phone: (503) 283-4440 * Fax: (503) 283-4445 * E-mail: ads@asianreporter.com

�������������������������

� Display Space (Asia, Opinion, Community, A.C.E. sections)

$24.00 per column inch; Reservation deadline: Wednesday prior to the next issue by 1:00pm

� Special “Business Card” Display Ad:
� $70 per issue (1 month) � $190 for 3 consecutive issues (3 months) � $330 for 6 consecutive issues (6 months)

�������������������������

� Northwest Job Market/Bids & Public Notices section

$24.00 per column inch; Text/Fax deadline: Friday prior to the next issue by 2:00pm

�������������������������

� Community Classified Page

� Boxed Ad

� $24.00 per column inch; Text/Fax deadline: Friday prior to the next issue by 2:00pm

� Line Ad (up to 35 words):
� $24 per issue � $51 for 3 consecutive issues � $90 for 6 consecutive issues

� Name Listing (4 lines maximum ~ about 10 words):
� $14 per issue � $30 for 3 consecutive issues � $51 for 6 consecutive issues

� Prepayment required with Line Ad, Name Listing & Business Card.

� Add $1.00 per issue per line for bold headings (Line Ad & Name Listing).

� Add 25¢ per word per issue after 35 words (Line Ad).

� All advertisements must be submitted in writing; no phone ads accepted.

LEGAL PUBLICATIONS

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

The Oregon State Bar is looking for someone to pro-
vide a variety of administrative, secretarial, clerical,
marketing, and production support for the Legal Publi-
cations Department.

Is this you? Visit

<http://www.osbar.org/osbcenter/
openings.html>

Equal Opportunity Employer

5020 N INTERSTATE
Portland, Oregon

Bids Due: 5/06/2022 at 4:00pm

5020 North Interstate is a new
mixed-use 5-over-1 construction project.

Trades Included:

All Trades (excluding Geopiers,
Surveying, Structural Concrete,

WRB/Siding, Cabinets, Electrical & Earthwork)

Bid Documents:

<https://bids.lmcconstruction.com/5020interstate>

Project Requirements: BOLI & COBID
Goals apply to this project.

LMC Contact: Ken Bello
<KenB@lmcconstruction.com>

19200 SW Teton Avenue, Tualatin, OR 97062
P: (503) 646-0521 | F: (503) 646-6823

LMC Construction is an equal employment

opportunity employer & requests sub-bids

from all interested firms including disadvantaged,

minority, women, disabled veterans, and

emerging small businesses.

CCB #161282

SUB BIDS REQUESTED

AREA I ELECTRICIAN

APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM

The Area 1 Inside Electrical JATC, an equal
opportunity apprenticeship and training program, will
open for applications March 1, 2022. The closing date
to turn in an application will be November 18, 2022.

Applications will be sent via e-mail only.

No in-person information will be accepted
or given to interested parties.

For more information about program
requirements, please visit our web page at

<www.nwelectricaltech.com> or request an
application at <info@nwt-at.com>.

Women and minorities are

strongly encouraged to apply.

TENURE-TRACK

ENGLISH PROFESSOR

Clark College is currently accepting applications for
a Tenure-track English Professor. Salary is $64,871
annually. For complete position description, closing
date, requirements, and to apply, access our website
at <www.clark.edu/jobs>. Clark College Human Re-
sources, 1933 Fort Vancouver Way, Vancouver, WA
98663, (360) 992-2105. AA/EO employer.

BIDS, SUB-BIDS & PUBLIC NOTICES

NORTHWEST JOB MARKET
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Ansel Elgort takes on Japan mafia in HBO drama series
By Yuri Kageyama

The Associated Press

TOKYO — The HBO Max drama series “Tokyo

Vice” takes on the perennial story of a novice

reporter on the police beat but places it in the

bustling exotic landscape of the Japanese capital of the

1990s.

Ansel Elgort of West Side Story immersed himself in the

leading role not only by learning Japanese so he could

speak like a native, but also learning the ropes of an

investigative reporter, interviewing people, getting

quotes, and writing up a story.

“It was really cool,” he said in a recent interview with

The Associated Press.

The characters had to feel real, not just be archetypes,

Elgort said.

The series, which premiered in April, weaves in

allusions to the Japanese film genre depicting organized

crime, called “yakuza,” as well as exploring the glitzy

night life of hostess bars, where powerful corporate

Japanese men rub shoulders with their underworld

counterparts.

“You see the yakuza characters. You see them as a

family, too. It’s kind of like The Godfather, where you see

them being bad guys, but you see them at home and how

it’s really a family,” Elgort said.

The whole point was to go back and forth smoothly

between languages and cultures, all carefully put

together to appear authentic to global audiences, the

creators and actors said.

Ken Watanabe, who plays a somber and seasoned police

detective, said he also served as Japanese language

adviser, and gave Elgort the tip to learn all his lines in his

native tongue first before trying them out in the foreign

language.

That has been a trick Watanabe uses acting in

Hollywood, starting with the Tom Cruise period piece The

Last Samurai. For “Tokyo Vice,” Watanabe also studied

cops, he said, to probe deeper into his character, a loving

family man and tough crime fighter at once.

“Tokyo Vice” is loosely based on a non-fiction firsthand

account by Jake Adelstein, who spent years in Japan and

worked for a top newspaper.

“You’re always looking at the storyteller for a dynamic

genre story by characters with incredible stakes, but how

to come in with a different angle?” said Tony-winning J.T.

Rogers, writer of the series and a friend of Adelstein since

they were teens in Missouri.

“It creates a dynamism that we hope the audience will

find interesting,” he said.

Footage shot in Tokyo is filled with iconic touchstones,

from the famous Shibuya intersection where crowds

crisscross in perfect choreography, to the rigidly

bureaucratic offices of the Japanese “salaryman,” whose

hierarchical emphasis on respect for higher-ups is oddly

paralleled by the yakuza world.

REPORTER’S STORY. The HBO Max drama series “Tokyo Vice”
takes on the perennial story of a novice reporter on the police beat but
places it in the bustling exotic landscape of the Japanese capital of the
1990s. Pictured is Ansel Elgort in a sceen from “Tokyo Vice.” (HBO
Max via AP)

Japan’s Honda outlines
strategy to forge ahead on EVs

By Yuri Kageyama

AP Business Writer

TOKYO — Honda is investing 5 trillion yen ($40

billion) over the next decade in research, especially

to realize a major shift to ecological electric

vehicles, the Japanese automaker said.

The products and services in the works will account for

more than half of its 8 trillion yen ($64 billion) research

and development budget in that time and will be tailored

for each major market, the U.S., China, and Japan.

Efforts in North America will focus on the collaboration

with General Motors Co., under which Honda Motor Co. is

jointly developing two midsize to large EV models, set for

sale in 2024.

By 2027, also under its alliance with GM, Honda plans

to offer an affordable electric vehicle that’s competitive

with gas-powered models in performance and pricing.

Top automakers are accelerating electric car offerings

amid pressing concerns about climate change, while also

employing new kinds of fuel, such as biofuel and

hydrogen-powered fuel cells.

Honda will launch 30 EV models globally by 2030,

targeting production of more than 2 million vehicles a

year, according to the maker of the Accord sedan, Asimo

robot, and Gold Wing motorcycles.

They will span the whole range of models, from tiny

vans to muscular sportscars.

“We will continue to deliver the kind of fun in driving

that our customers have come to expect from Honda,” said

chief executive Toshihiro Mibe.

In China, where the move to electric vehicles is

especially bullish, Honda is introducing 10 new EV

models by 2027.

In Japan, a market dominated by gas-electric hybrids,

Honda will start with small commercial vehicles, such as

delivery vans.

Businesses are likely to be more open to such

investment because of the Japanese government’s

sustainability goals, officials said.

A commercial-use mini-EV model at the 1 million yen

($8,000) price range will go on sale in Japan in 2024, while

other EVs, including sport-utility models, for regular

consumers will follow, they said.

By the late 2020s, Honda hopes to have a breakthrough

on next-generation batteries.

It also will develop related software since electric

vehicles need recharging infrastructure and could add

features such as robotics and avatars.

Like other automakers, Honda lost business during the

coronavirus pandemic. But it’s forecasting an operating

profit of 800 billion yen ($6.4 billion) for the fiscal year

that ended in March.

Skyline Memorial Gardens Funeral Home  |  Skyline Memorial Gardens

SKYLINE
MEMORIAL GARDENS & FUNERAL HOME

4101 NW Skyline Blvd.  |  Portland, OR 97229

SkylineMemorialGardens.com 
503-292-6611

FINLEY SUNSET HILLS 
MORTUARY & SUNSET HILLS MEMORIAL PARK

6801 SW Sunset Hwy.  |  Portland, OR 97225 

FinleySunsetHills.com 
503-292-6654

LINCOLN 
MEMORIAL PARK & FUNERAL HOME 

11801 SE Mt. Scott Blvd.  |  Portland, OR 97086 

LincolnMemorialPk.com 
503-771-1117

Your tradition. Your legacy.
Your dedication to family.

Honoring and passing on traditions are important.  

Start your conversation today about how you would like 

to be remembered. The Dignity Memorial® network is the 

largest and most trusted provider of funeral, cremation 

and cemetery services. We can provide you with 

preplanning tools and help you preserve your traditions.

Continued on page 17




